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Christian  care  can  help  lift  sad  spirits  during  holidays 


Soathwestern  Seminary  in  Fort  Woiid  War  n  when  the  Ammcan  frmn  dteir  fomiUes,  Dowell  said.  for  and  teach  oat  to  people  who 
Wordi,  Texas.  family  was  still  healthy,  he  said.  **To  look  back  and  lay  blame  might  be  alone  mdqnessed  daring 

‘^Christmas  is  sopposed  to  be  a  The  family  deterionied  bat  Christ-  doesn’t  change  anyttang,”  he  said,  the  holidays, 

time  when  everyone  IS  simposed  to  mas  remained  the  same.  ’’Yoa’ve  got  to  br^  the  orde.”  “That’s  a  kind  of  two-fold 

be  happy,”  she  said.  £ven  the  “Yoa  have  the  same  seasoit  You  Elder  said  Christians  also  can  reqKjnse,  on  the  part  of  the  person 
«AngK  Hwnatwt  it, jwnftiamimg,  have  the  Same  masic.  Yoa  have  fight  depression  by  refasing  to  who  is  depressed  not  to  allow 
die  Season  to  be  J^y.”  the  same  traditions,  bat  what  yoa  ^ve  into  the  secolar  commercial-  themselves  to  withdraw,  and  on 

”We  feel  obUgaled  to  be  happy  no  longer  have  is  t^  reality  of  ism  and  anrealistic  demands  for  the  part  of  those  of  os  who  are  to 
and  then  we  feel  gailty  if  we  what  so  many  of  these  dungs  once  bliss.  be  expressing  love  and  warmth 

aren’t,”  Elder  said.  “And  goilt  spi-  symbolized.  We  coiKinue  die  tradi-  “We  have  made  Christmas  into  and  fellowship  to  be  on  the  lotdr- 

rals  downward  into  depressioa”  dons  bat  ^re  is  an  emptiness,”  the  kind  of  holiday  where  we  oat,”  she  said. 

Dqnession  eqiecially  strikes  sin-  Dowell  said.  spend  too  mach  money.  We’re  Walter  and  his  son  overcame  die 

gle  people  and  people  who  have  “Giving  dungs  one  time  a  year  expected  to  kind  of  bay  hqipi-  Christinas  grief  of  his  wife’s  soi- 

lost  roouses,  Soadiwestem  pn^s-  can’t  be  a  sobstitate  for  giving  of  ness,”  she  said.  “What  we  neM  to  cide  widi  be^  from  their  charch, 
sm  oi  psychtdogy  of  religion  and  yoarself  the  other  364  days  a  do  as  Christians  is  to  pot  the  real  First  Charch  in  Nashville, 
coonsemg  Pat  Qendinning  said.  year,”  he  said.  meaning  the  holiday  back  and  “That  charch  knit  together  a 

“They  don’t  have  the  same  nat-  That  lack  of  self-giving  makes  it  focos  not  on  ^lending  money,  bat  safety  net  for  both  of  os  that  ou- 
aral  roots  as  a  married  person,”  painfiil  and  depressing  for  families  on  worshipping  the  Lord.  That’s  tied  os  throaj^  those  days,”  said 
Clendiiming'said.  “They  don’t  to  follow  the  mandate  of  traditioa  not  easy  to  do,  because  (iqiending  Walter,  who  is  now  associate  pro- 
have  the  dnldiea  Ihey  don’t  have  and  gather  at  Christmas,  Dowell  money)  is  so  much  a  part  of  our  fessor  of  adolt  education  at  South- 
the  mate.  Christmas  morning  said.  culture.”  western. 

comes  and  they  are  all  alone.”  “To  be  togedier  or  comemidating  One  way  to  serve  God  and  fight  Om  December  morning,  a  groi^ 

Theodcue  Dowell,  director  of  the  being  wifo  people  who  have  hart  depression  at  the  same  time  is  to  of  Mends  dn^qied  in  to  dean  ms 
Walsh  Marriage  and  Family  Coon-  yoa,  that  will  make  you  sad,”  he  meet  others’ needs.  Elder  said.  house.  Steve’s  Sunday  School 
wKng  Center  at  Soathwestern,  said  said.  “Dquessed  people  are  likdy  to  teadier  not  only  visited  with  Urn, 

those  who  do  have  family  around  This  depression  can  be  overcome  withdraw  from  others,”  Elder  said,  bat  encouraged  Walter  as  well, 
them  also  are  {uone  to  Christmas  by  tairing  the  focos  off  the  painfiil  “^thdrawal  is  a  real  danger.  That  The  singles  d^aitment  welcomed 
depression  because  the  American  memories  and  placing  it  on  mak-  gives  place  for  all  the  symptoms  of  Walter  immeduaely  as  part  of  dieir 
family  is  in  decay.  ing  positive  ch^ges  in  the  present  defue^on  to  take  over.  So,  they  group. 

“We  didn’t  have  this  dqnessioo  —  eroedally  for  Christiims,  Dow-  should  be  involved  as  much  as  “I  got  back  on  my  feet  emotioo- 

around  the  holidays  «»nrii  we  began  ell  said.  possible  with  other  pet^le  daring  ally  through  the  prayers  of  many 

to  have  the  breakdown  of  to  fisoni-  Christians  should  examine  their  that  time.”  pe<mle,”  he  said, 

ly,”  Dowell  said.  Many  immediate  fiunilies,  pinpoint  and  Elder  said  every  Christian  —  Smko  and  Christie  wirite  for 

carols  and  traditions  began  befiue  abolish  problems  carried  over  depressed  or  not  —  should  look  Southwestern  Semirmry. 


Christmas  pageant  lights  up  Mississippi  cotton  patch 


HICKORY  FLAT,  Miss.  (BP) —  nearby  Memifois,  Fred’s  daughter,  the  time,  none  of  their  seven 
Recent  years  have  seen  a  surge  in  Jan,  age  7,  was  mesmerized  by  the  churches  were  on  paved  roads.  The 
the  number  and  size  of  Christmas  li^Os  in  tte  big  stores.  “Can’t  you  Autrys  also  enjoyed  the  nearby 
pageants  and  musicals  in  Southern  do  better  than  one  star?”  she  adoed  Hdly  Spring  National  Forest 
Baptist  her  daddy.  Seeing  dus  as  a  unique  Christian 

Some  congregations  qiend  thou-  As  soon  as  I^d  got  home,  he  witness  for  a  rural  setting,  they 
gat¥t«  and  thousands  of  dollars  on  built  a  simple  nativity  scene  of  a  wrote  and  recorded  a  30-minute 
stage  settings,  professional  limiting,  plywood  camd  and  tfam  Wise  Men  {xogram,  complete  witti  background 
choirs,  and  sound.  The  larger  made  from  rough  2x4s  and  coat  music. 

pageants  often  run  several  ni^ts,  hangers.  He  set  it  up  in  a  cotton  And  so  it  has  cootinued  each  jrear 
drawing  huge  crowds.  A  few  field  across  from  his  store  and  illu-  since.  Now,  three  generahons  of  the 
churches  even  sell  tickets.  Odiers  minated  it  at  night  Autry  and  McGaughy  families, 

issue  fiee  tickets  so  visitors  will  be  Word  spread  by  word  of  moudi,  including  children,  grandchildren, 
assured  of  seating.  and  I¥ed  could  by  the  number  and  their  spouses,  donate  their  time 

One  of  the  most  unusual  programs  of  cars  suddenly  btaldng  to  a  stop  to  stage  the  pageant 
in  America  is  staged  in  an  open,  20-  when  they  saw  a  nativity  scene  in  a  Alfoough  Ewait  is  now  deceased, 
acre  cotton  field,  nine  miles  from  cotton  patch  that  he  had  struck  on  a  Us  widow,  Lola,  and  her  extended 
the  neatest  town.  It  back  to  the  unique  method  to  teD  the  Christmas  funily  coiMinue  to  write  and  nan^ 

earty  19S0s  and  is  produced  and  story.  the  <hama.  And  I^ed  keeps  adding 

by  two  famuies,  one  Bsp-  In  1959  he  added  still  more  biUi-  new  sets,  so  diat  now  foe  pannama 
tist,  foe  other  Methodist  cal  sets,  again  using  props  and  cos-  iixdudes  about  20  scenes  tracing  foe 

Called  “Christmas  in  foe  Cotton  tumes  made  from  the  simplest  life  of  Jesus  from  Us  birth  to  Us 
Patch,”  it  has  attracted  viewers  from  materials.  ascensioa 

all  SO  states.  Yet  there  is  no  paid  It  was  then  he  asked  Us  neigh-  There  are  no  actors  —  oidy  sound 

advertising,  no  tickets,  no  espensive  bors,  Ewart  Autry,  now  decea^,  and  illuminated  aetsL  But  when  seen 
a»tting!f  a^  Us  wife,  Lola,  if  they  would  from  a  distance,  lighted  by  giant 

“Cotton  Patch”  began  with  a  sm-  write,  narrate  and  record  a  program  flood  lights  made  from  SO-pound 
gle,  five-foot  star  made  out  of  stnp  wUch,  using  an  outdoor  so^  sys-  lard  sta^,  it  reminds  you  of  how 
lumber,  decorated  with  colored  tern,  could  be  beard  for  miles  foe  Judean  UUs  might  have  looked 
lights  a^  put  together  by  country  around.  on  the  first  CUistmas. 

storekeeper  Fr^  McGaughy,  a  The  Autrys,  who  moved  to  foe  “Christmas  in  foe  Cotton  Patch”  is 

Methodist  limnan.  boiriiMl  the  area  in  1941  to  serve  seven,  scat-  on  state  toad  5,  about  nine  miles 


Lola  Autry  (laft)  and  Frad  McEaughy,  originators  o1  ‘Christmas  in  the 
Cotton  Patch,"  discuss  the  1992  production  at  Abel’s  Countnr  Store, 
across  the  road  from  the  pageant  site  five  miles  north  of  Hickory  Rat.. 
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Missions  work  wiii  continue 


:Guy  Henderson 
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The  world  mission  effort  of 
Southern  Bsqitists  las  been  one  of 
the  most  successful  global  mission 
endeavors  in  history.  Even  in  dis¬ 
agreement,  we  must  keep  intact 
tte  goals  aiKl  dreams  envisioned 
through  the  years.  Thousands  of 
.  churches  have  been  planted,  mil¬ 
lions  of  new  beheveis  are  singing 
a  new  song,  and  our  sons  and 
daogitteis  are  now  serving  in  126 
nations.  Since  1845  it  could  well 
be  written: 

‘’Prophets  have  proclaimed  it, 

Marins  testified 

Poets  sung  its  gl<ny. 

Heroes  for  it  t&d.” 

Hundreds  of  graves  dot  die  land- 
sciqa  across  AMca,  the  Americas, 
Europe,  and  Asia,  testifying  of  a 
love  for  God  that  demanded  obedi¬ 
ence.  One  from  my  own  family 
lies  in  a  tiny  grave  in  the  Presby¬ 
terian  comport  in  South  Kmea. 

I’ve  known  so  many  others  who 
fought  floods  and  nre,  braved 
climes  of  tropical  heat  or  bone- 
dulling  cold,  to  proclaim  to  every 
tongue  and  nation  that  “Jesus 
Saves.”  It  has  gone  on  in  unbroken 
line.  — 

“Sq>arate  me  Barnabas  and  Saul 
for  the  work  whereunto  I  have 
called  them,”  and  since  then 
churches  have  sought  to  obey.  We 
cannot,  we  must  not  fail.  God  will 
‘Sold  us  accountable  in  that  day. 
Our  misrion  program  is  first  cla^ 
and  has  been  the  envy  of  most 
missionary-sending  agencies. 

The  decision  made  by  former 
FMB  president,  Keith  Parks,  to 
accept  the  directorship  of  the 
Coo|Krative  B:^>tist  Fellowship’s 
foreign  mission  effort  expresses 
his  iraerest  in  seeing  the  unbroken 
line  continue.  For  13  years  Parks 
served  well  as  president.  He 
knows  missions  arid  mission  strat¬ 
egy  as  do  few  peofde.  Add  to  tins, 
service  as  misaonary  in  Indonesia, 
as  area  secretary  for  Southeast 
Asia,  i^us  an  unsurpassed  love  and 
concern  for  world  missions.  He 
said  he  would  do  nothing  to  tear 
down  that  which  he  had  spent  a 
lifetime  building. 

1  could  wish  there  had  been  a 
less  hostile  group  of  trustees  in  his 
latter  term.  I  wish  he  had  not 
resigned  and  I  wish  he  had  not 
gone  to  the  Cooperative  Bqitist 
Fellowship.  Parks  ranks  witii  the 
top  mission  strategists  of  the 
world.  This  move  will  not  go 
unnoticed  in  natioiud  and  interna¬ 
tional  missioo  codes.  He  gives  an 
immediate  credence  to  the  fledg¬ 
ling  CBF  mission  effort  that  may 
be  unwarranted.  The  timing  of  this 
move  plus  the  CBFs  Global  Mis¬ 
sion  Offering  will  not  favor  the 
Lottie  Moon  Offering  nor  the 
effort  of  our  Foreign  Missioo 


Board.  The  entire  $84  million  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  goal  is  deqierately  need¬ 
ed  ftw  our  mission  program  and  we 
could  do  widi  less  confiision. 

Paries  would  agree  with  many 
who  proclaim  that  our  mission 
progrtun  is  more  important  than 
personalities,  tradition,  m  die  per¬ 
petuation  of  a  system.  He  (and 
CBF)  loves  missions;  the  FMB 
and  Don  Kammerdieoer  love  mis¬ 
sions.  Soudiem  Baptists  love  mis¬ 
sions  and  by  some  means  are 
determined  to  support  it.  Confii¬ 
sion  win  not  £av<»r  either  group  in 
accomfdishirig  dus  tarie. 

Ht^fiilly  ^  WMU  win  contin¬ 


ue  to  see  its  role  as  providing  mis¬ 
sionary  education,  promotion,  and 
outrea^  to  all  Southern  Biptists. 
This  has  sparked  Biptists  to  our 
greatest  mission  effort.  The  pro¬ 
motion  in  our  churches  of  two 
wmld  mission  offerings  simultane¬ 
ously  win  be  difficult  and  confus¬ 
ing. 

Things  may  be  different  in  the 
future  but  rigk  now  the  Coopoa- 
tive  Program  and  the  Lottie  Moon 
Offering  ate  the  best  vehicles  we 
have  in  carrying  out  the  Great 
Commission.  Is  there  a  way  to 
minimize  confusion  among  our 
pec^? 


Missions  await  Christmas  “bottom  tine 


By  Susan  Doyle 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  —  Teen¬ 
age  Nfiitara  Niiqa  Tiittle  action  fig¬ 
ures.  Men’s  neckwear.  Nylon 
warm-ip  soils.  Movies. 

These  ate  fiMir  of  the  items  Amer- 
icaos  raced  to  purchase  last  Christ¬ 
mas. 

Retailers  say  it  is  too  early  to 
know  what  “hot”  items  will  grab 
the  attention  and  mmiey  of  shop¬ 
pers  this  Christmas.  But  if  their 
projections  are  accurate,  millions  of 
gift  reepients  will  be  smiling  on 
Christmas  motiang  as  will  letters 
who  expect  to  increase  their  sales 
6%  above  last  Christmas,  acconhrtg 
to  reports  in  The  $Vall  Street 
Jour^ 

Another  group  of  gifi  rec^eiks 
can’t  be  so  certain  ab^  Chririmas 
“gifts”  or  the  bottom  line.  They 
aren’t  asking  fer  luxurious  itenu  or 
those  some  would  consider  “fr^Qs.” 
They’re  asking,  instead,  for  gifts 
which  are  basic  to  their  work — 
buiMing  materials,  tires,  conpulers, 
refrigeraton. 

Tte  “wirii  list”  is  the  one  held  by 
Southern  Bptist  ftueign  missionar¬ 
ies  and  Foreinn  Mission  Board 
administrators.  Ihey,  like  retaOers, 
are  waiting  to  see  if  the  bottom  line 
will  be  up  fiom  last  year. 

Retailers,  who  depend  on  gift  giv¬ 
ing  during  the  Cbr^tmas  season  for 
the  bulk  of  their  {mrfits,  are  not 
unlike  the  Foreign  Missioo  Board. 
The  Foreign  Mission  Board 
depends  heavily  on  gifts  from 
Southern  Baptists  given  throu^  the 
Lottie  Moon  Chmtmas  Offering 
for  Foreign  hfimioiis. 

The  goal  for  diis  year’s  Lottie 
Moon  Qmstmas  Offering  is  $84 
millioiL 

The  offering  currently  provides 
46%  of  the  bt^’s  ano^  budget 
while  the  Cooperative  Program 
provides  38%.  The  Cooperative 
Piogrm  is  the  SBC’s  uoined  plan 
of  giving. 


The  board’s  yearly  budget  is  set 
based  on  the  goal  for  the  offering, 
not  actual  offning  reoe^.  Should 
offering  recepts  fall  short  of  the 
goal,  the  FMB  budget  has  to  be 
reduced — somethtng  that  has  been 
done  every  year  for  the  past  10 
years.  The  lak  year  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  reached  the  goal  was  1981. 


“Some  Southern  Bptists  are  sur¬ 
prise  p  leam  that  the  Lot^  Moon 
Cbrienas  Offering  is  npi  money 
that  is  over  .and  ab^e  the  Fbrc^ 
Mission  Board  bodgeti”  smd  C^l 
Jolmson,  t’MB  vice  presidettt  aixi 
treasurer.  “We  d^)end  on  the  (Ber¬ 
ing  to  im>vide  nussionary  support 
arid  items  they  need  P  work  wim.” 


Lottie  Moon  Offering 


in  Mississippi 
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SoMTe*;  WemoH'*  MittUmary  IMiim,  ItBCS 


The  entire  amount  given  through 
the  offering  is  used  m  the  overseas 
budg^.  None  of  the  money  is  used 
fiv.  administrative  or  promotional 
costs  at.  die  Fbseign  Nussion  Board 
headquarters  m  Richmond,  Va., 
Johnson  said. 

“Throu^  the  years.  Southern 
Bptists  have  appointed  missionar¬ 
ies  at  a  faster  rap  than  they  have 
increased  their  giving  through  the 
Lottie  Moon  CPistmas  Offering.” 
he  said  “It’s  agood  news/bad  news 
proWem.” 

This  year.  Southern  Baptist  for¬ 
eign  missionaries  have  made  plans 
to  expand  their  ministries  using 
every  ckdlar  of  the  $84  million  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  Christmas  Offeririg  goaL 
They  are  looking  p  Southern  Bp- 
tists  for  help. 

These  are  examjries  of  ways  mis¬ 
sionaries  will  use  the  1992  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  money: 

—  P  buy  and  distribuP  tracts  and 
BiUes, 

—  to  purchase  gasoline  for  auto¬ 
mobiles, 

—  P  prov^  disciplesbp  material 
p  new  Christians, 

— P  pay  for  langu^  instruction, 

—  to  rent  a  building  for  worship 
services, 

—  P  roof  a  churt^ 

rr-  to4>uy  Sunday' Schod  literature, 
to  broademt  Christian  radio  pro¬ 
grams, 

— P  boy  a  film  projeePr, 

—  P  piWide  a  library  for  a  semi- 

Mty.  •.lat; 

— -P  builda.miasionaiy  residence. 

'  “An  $M  minion  goal  may  sound 
lifce.a  lot  of  npi|ey,”  said  Johnson. 
“However,  k  isn’t  much  when  you 
coosidn  that  if  the  goal  is  reached. 
Soothe  Bptists  have  spent 
only  2.4  cents  on  each  of  the  3.5 
billion  non-Christian  people  of  the 
world.” 

Doyle  wrilct  for  Woman’s  Mis- 
rionary  Unioii,  SBC 
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State,  national  leaders 
at  summit  affirm  CP 


THE  SECOND  FRONT  PAGE 


By  Herb  HoUinger 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Soutbein  Baptist  Press  to  be  present  but  with 
B:q>tist  denomiaational  executives  no  attribution  nor  quotes  allowed  in 
from  state  and  national  entities  the  coverage. 
afBnned  flie  Cooperative  Program  Dr.  Chapman  encouraged  opeo- 
as  tiie  **fine8t  method  avxQaUe  for  ness  and  lisfi^ned  intently  as  many 
Baptists  to  worit  together  to  reach  a  fooets  oi  Cooperative  Program  rela- 
needy  woritf*  in  a  lagh^evd  summit  tioosh^  were  esqitessed.  The  exec- 
confierenoe  Dec.  2-3  in  Nashville.  utive  directors  unatumously 
An  outgrowth  of  six  CP  Issues  affhmwt  the  CP  as  the  method 
Dialogues  roonsored  by  the  SBC  available  for  Baptists  to  work 
Executive  Committee  and  held  together  to  reach  a  needy  wmld  ” 
throughout  the  nation  during  the  S^  ««h 
past  year,  th  e  summit  conference  **  A  quick  commonality  was  estab- 

drew  33  stale  convention  executive  fished  around  our  mutudaffomation 
directois  to  dialogue  with  officials  of  the  CP  and  unwavering  commit* 
from  the  Executive  Commiliee  and  ment  to  world  missioos,**  Chapman 
the  SBC  Slewatdsfay  Commissioa  told  Baptist  Press. 

After  dooble-<hgit  growth  in  the  A  number  of  state  executives, 
19705  and  eady  IjmOs,  the  Coopenh  freaking  with  Baptist  Press  infor- 
tive  Program  has  leveled  off  dmmg  nudly  after  the  meeting,  expressed 
the  past  decade.  For  the  past  two  hope  that  all  the  entities  involved 
years,  at  the  SBC  leveL  year*end  CP  have  now  shared  their  opiiuons, 
gifts  have  totaled  stigfatly  less  tiban  have  found  a  consensus,  and  are 
the  mvious  year.  ready  to  work  together  to  promote 

No  votes  were  asked  for,  nor  and  affirm  the  Cooperative  Program, 
taken,  during  tire  meeting  but  a  con-  During  the  three  sessions  tO|rics 
seosus  apperued  in  a  mutual  affirma-  ranged  from  the  different  ways 
tion  of  me  neariy  70  year  (M  SBC  states  and  the  ^C  iderxify  mission 
channel  for  missions:  the  Coopera*  gifts;  nomination  of  peo|de  not  r^ 
tive  Program.  resentative  of  state  Baptist  con* 

“The  forum...  provided  a  fine  stituency  for  SBC  boards;  practice 
opportunity  for  die  state  executive  of  “preferred  items”  in  state  budgets 
du^ora  to  ragage  in  frank,  open  before  CP  division  to  SBC;  wills 
discussioo  with  the  president  of  the  and  bequests  shared  by  states  and 
Executive  Committee,  Morris  H.  SBC;  a^  others. 

ChaprTum,  his  staff,  Rudy  Fagan  of  Ernest  E.  Mosley,  executive  vice 
die  Stewardship  Commission  and  inesidetx  of  the  Executive  Commit* 
his  staffs  and  David  Hankins,  chair*  tee  and  primary  comdinator  of  the 
man  (rf  the  Executive  Comrnittee,”  six  dialogues  a^  the  smiunit  meet- 
Cecil  Sims,  president  of  die  state  ing,  said  the  purpose  of  the 
executives’  gtoq>,  told  Baptis  Press  Nashville  meeting  was  for  “discov* 
ftdlow^  the  meeting.  Sims  is  exec*  ering  and  develo|nng  tmdfinasmrfing^ 
utive  diiector  of  the  Noidiwest  (Ore*  and  relationshqis  diat  will  enhance 
goo*Washington)  Bsqitist  Coriven*  the  future  effectiveness  of  the  Coop- 
tioa  erative  Program.” 

The  conference  was  held  under  HoUinger  is  director,  Baptist 
background  rules  which  allowed  Press. 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Executive  Cdmmittee  meets 
moves  on  Clarke  properties 


the  committee  invited  Mississippi  Olive  Bran^  and  Fhmk  Harmon, 
Biqitists  to  suggest  potential  mem*  pastor  of  Hrst  Church,  Newton, 
bers,  they  excluded  themselves  and  chairman  of  the  location 
from  being  voting  members,  and  Conunission. 
they  nam^  five  ex  officio  mem*  Those  making  suggestions  for 
berk  select  committee  membersfop  can 

A  plan  ^}^ved;  by  the  Missis*  write  any  Executive  Committee 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  in  officer:  Jim  FUtral,  787  E.  North* 
November  returned  the  former  side  Dr.,  Jackson,  39206;  Jcdm 
junior  college  pn^ierty  and  build*  O.  Bix>(±,  P.O.  Box  277,  Adrer* 
in^  to  the  convention  board  from  man, 'MS  3973S;  or  Clarence 
Mississippi  Ccdlege  trustees  who  Co<^r  Jr.  (Executive  Committee 
bad  managed  the  school  for  10 
years.  The  Newton  school  closed 
its  doors  this  past  ^ring  because 
of  declining  enrcdlment,  declining 
finances,  a^  loss  of  accreditatioa 
In  die  plan,  the  Executive  Com* 
mittee  was  charged  with  naming  a 
committee  to  <fetermine  bow  the  W 

pn^rty  should  be  i^ed.  * 

The  Executive  Committee  voted 
to  invite  suggestions  from  Missis* 
sqppi  Biqitists  for  select  committee 
membership.  They  decided  that 
the  committee  would  be 
reporting  to  the  Executive  Com* 
mittee  members  not 

both  groups. 

However,  among  ex  officio 
members  will  be  the  chairman  and 
vice  chairman  of  the  Executive 

Committee,  Jim  FUtral  and  John  - ^ 

G.  Bro^  reflectively.  Ritnd,  pas* 

tor  of  Broader  Oiorcb,  Jadt*  Commi^,  from  left  Jhn  Fjftra 
son,  is  a  former  convention  presi*  ^  Bro^mwr  Chu 

d^  and  a  former  member  o^ 

Education  Commission.  Brock,  Emmanud  Church,  Grenada,  is  s< 


Youth  CaU 


and  see  Lode  Giglio,  Lou  Leventhd,  Dennis 


ATLANTA  (ABP)  —  Reaction 
to  die  announcemem  Nov.  30  tint 
Keith  Parks,  former-  president  of 
the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  will 
lead  the  new  missioos  fnogram  oi 
the  rival  Cooperate  Bfitist  Fel* 
lowsbip  has  been  strong'  and 
mixed. 

Parks*  move  was  described  as 
everyttung  from  a  “betrayal”  to  a 
“miracle.’^ 

One  of  the  most  respected 
Southern  Baptist  leaders.  Parks 
letned  from  the  FMB  Oct  31  in  a 
difiote  with  trustees  over  missioos 
philosophy.  He  accepted  the  Fel* 
lowdi^N  offer  to  di^  its  fledg* 
ling  missions  program  despite 
objections  from  Southern  Baptist 
leaders  that  the  Fellowship  will 
drain  missions  dollars  from  the 


SBC.  " 

The  Fellowship  is  a  two*year*old 
organization  of  Southern  Bfitists 
d^leased  with  the  conservative 
direction  of  the  Southern  Bfitist 
Convention  and  its  agencies. 

In  making  his  announcement. 
Parks  said  the  Fellowship  will 
“supplement”  and  not  compete 
with  the  wtnk  of  the  FMB’s  3,900 
missionaries. 

Bill  Hancock,  immediate  past 
chairman  of  FMB  trustees,  dis* 
agreed,  saying  Parks’  decision 
“midennines”  &  siqiport  of  FMB 
missionaries. 

Although  Parks  said  be  only 
decided  to  take  the  fob  in  recent 
days.  Bill  Hall,  an  FMB  trustee 
from  Danville,  Ky.,  said  trustees 
considered  Parks’  dedsioo  “a  fore* 


gone  conclusion.” 

“Keith  is  a  moderate,”  Hall  said. 
“That’s  his  crowd....  He  fits  in 
with  the  CBF.  Keith  cannot  work 
with  conservatives.  The  conserva¬ 
tive  trustees  tried  to  work  with 
him.  He  began  an  adversarial  rela- 
tiemsh^  years  ago,  in  making  his 
statements  against  (former  SBC 
president)  Charles  Stanley  and 
some  of  Uie  nther  conservative 
leaders  of  the  convention.” 

Daniel  Hatfield,  a  missionary  to 
Panama  curremly  on  furlough,  said 
be  feels  “coofu^  and  betrU^ftd.” 
Like  other  missionaries,  be  wor* 
ried  Paries’  move  will  hurt  Sontb- 
em  Bfitist  funding  of  die  FMB. 

“It’s  acceptable  for  him  to  sever 
ties  and  go  do  something  else,” 
said  Hatfield,  who  is  teadiing  at 


Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville, 
Ky.  “...But  I  think  be  has  usurped 
tile  support  upon  which  we  (mis* 
sionanes)  are  dfiendent” 

Charles  Hednck,  an  FMB  mis* 
sionary  on  furlongb  from  Nigeria, 
said  Parks’  decision  might  cause  a 
morale  proUem  among  missionar* 
ies. 

“I  believe  in  the  long  run  it’s 
going  to  have  os  in  competition, 
with  two  grou]^  v^g  for  money, 
for  personnel,”  said  Hedrick,  who 
is  living  in  Lawrenceburg,  Ky. 

Martha  Wennerberg  of  DeRini* 
ak  Springs,  Fla.,  receding  secre* 
tary  of  Woman’s  Missionary 
Umon,  disagreed.  She  said  Parks’ 
intention  —  to  focus  Fellowship 
efforts  on  areas  of  the  world  where 
there  is  little  or  no  Christian  wh* 


ness  —  “would  not  be  in  conqieti* 
tion  with  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board.” 

John  David  Hopper,  an  FMB 
missionary  in  Euro^  fm  26  years 
who  now  is  supported  by  the  Fel* 
lowship,  said  Parks’  experience 
“will  strengthen  bonds  of  confi* 
dence  between  Southern  Baptists 
and  European  Baptists.” 

“Dr.  Parks  is  greatly  tq^ixeciated 
and  trusted  by  European  Baptists 
as  a  man  of  unusual  spiritual 
insight  and  unquestioned  iniegri* 
ty,”  said  Hopper,  president  of  the 
Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at 
Ruschlikon,  Switzerland,  which 
was  defunded  by  FMB  trustees  a 
year  ago. 

Ben  Loring,  pastor  of  a  Texas 
(See  PARKS  on  page  8) 


PAG^’iWAiPtlST  KBCOttP 


Annuity  Board  to  iCoiifront  Kmart 
about  Waldenbook^  porno  policy 


Washboard  witness 

Members  of  the  Beatin’  Bangin’  Band  of  First  Church,  Greenville,  never 
expected  to  become  an  organized  group  when  they  put  together  a  short 
routine  for  a  Sunday  School  class  parw  in  1988.  But  today,  the  group, 
consisting  of  eight  members,  ages  68-81,  averages  three  appearances  a 
month,  including  an  AARP  meeting  in  Louisiana  and  concerts  at  area 
schools  and  churches.  Members  of  the  group  and  their  respective  instru¬ 
ments  are  (left  to  right)  Louise  Magers,  tambourine;  Lorraine  Fox,  wash¬ 
board;  Virginia  Keeling,  tambourine;  Hope  Wells,  harmonica  and  triangle; 
Pat  Swinney,  washboard;  Sarah  Carter,  harmonica  and  spoons;  Owen 
Keeling,  drums;  and  Ruth  Sanford,  piano. 

Conservatives  voice 
caution  over  rumors  of 
X^rginia  Baptist  split 

Bj  Marir  O’Keefe 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  The  Annuity 
Board  of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  will  seek  a  share¬ 
holder  action  to  confront  Kmart 
over  the  sale  of  pornographic 
materials  through  its  Walden- 
books  subsidiary. 

Paul  W.  Powell,  the  board’s 
president,  said,  "We  could  sim¬ 
ply  have  sold  our  Kmart  hold¬ 
ings,  but  selling  stock  has  no 
influence  on  the  company  and 
has  no  effect  on  the  company’s 
profitability. 

"Our  trustees,  in  both  the 
investment  committee  and  as  a 
full  board,  have  twice  discussed 
divestment  of  the  stock,”  Powell 
continued,  "but  that  would  have 
had  no  effect  whatever  on  the 
sale  of  the  publicatimis.  If  we  are 
not  successful  in  our  efforts,  then 
we  will  divest  for  the  sole  pur¬ 
pose  of  distancing  ourselves 
from  the  corporate  policy.” 

After  the  board’s  August 
trustee  meeting,  Powell  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  chairman  of  Kmait’s 
corporate  board  in  which  he  said, 
"Our  own  independent  investiga¬ 
tion  has  caused  us  to  conclude 
that  Waldenbooks  does,  indeed, 
offer  products  we  consider  gross¬ 
ly  offensive  to  prevailing  com¬ 
munity  standards. 

Kmart  also  has  been  a  target  of 
a  national  boycott  by  Donald 
Wildmon’s  American  Family 
Association  since  March  19^.  Its 


By  Thoiiias  E.  Miller  Jr. 

Waldenlwks  chain  carries  Pent¬ 
house,  Gallerv,  Geriesis,  Play¬ 
boy,  and  Playgiri  magazines. 

The  Annmty  Board  has  a  poli¬ 
cy  that  prohibits  investments  in 
what  are  informally  referred  to  as 
“sin  stocks.”  It  states:  “Invest¬ 
ments  are  prohibited  in  the 
liquor,  tobacco,  gambling,  and 
pornography  industries  or  any 
company  whose  products,  ser¬ 
vices,  or  activities  are  publicly 
recognized  as  being  incompatible 
with  the  moral  arid  ethicd  pos¬ 
ture  of  the  Annuity  Board.  This 


would  also  include  any  compa¬ 
nies  which  fail  to  subscribe  to 
the  Statement  of  Principles,  the 
seven-point  code  of  affirmative 
action  for  companies  with  opera¬ 
tions  in  South  Afiica.” 

“The  Annuity  Board  makes  a 
good  faith  effort  to  stay  in  com¬ 
pliance  with  this  policy,”  Powell 
said.  “Where  divestment  is  nec¬ 
essary,  we  will  carry  out  the 
divestment  in  a  prudent  manner.” 

Miller  is  senior  vice  presi¬ 
dent,  Public  RelaHons  Depart¬ 
ment  for  the  Annuity  Board. 


Parks,  Jimmy  Carter  meet 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  Former  President  Jimmy  Carter  “wants  to 
be  siqqKMtive  of  wiua  we’re  doing.”  the  new  leader  of  Cooperative  B^ 
tist  F^owstup  missions  efforts  told  a  Richmond  new^aper  Dec.  1. 

R.  Keith  Parks  told  Ed  Briggs,  Ridimond  Times-INspatcta  rdigion 
writer,  that  he  accqHed  a  lun^  invitation  fiom  Carter  £^.  1,  the  day 
after  Parks  antK>on(^  be  will  become  CBF  missioos  coordinator  effec¬ 
tive  Feb.  1. 

Parks  retired  Oct.  31  after  13  years  as  president  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  arxl  38  years  olmissioos  work'witbt|;ie  agoicy. 

Puks  t<^d  *7^.  (Carter)  said  he  wants  tabe  supportive  of  what 

we  ',^  doing  at  ^F  aM  would  like  qs  )o  find  a  way  be  can  be  of  assis- 
taiMx'in.  the  missioo  programs.’’  r. 

The'  Carter  Center  in  Atlanta  is  involved  in  26  African  countries, 
China,  and  the  ftxmer  Soviet  Union  in  various  humanitarian  and  social 
projects,  Briggs  reported. 

Parks  also  was  quoted  as  saying:  “...he  (Carter)  said  be  had  not  been 
involved  in  Southern  Baptist  woA  as  much  as  be  should  have....  The 
combination  of  his  overseas  work  atxl  his  Baptist  corrunitment  and  his 
feelings  that  he  really  didn’t  fit  into  the  convention,  the  way  it  was 
going,  caused  him  to  make  contact.” 


Dispute  over  the  Cooperative  Program 
divides  longtime  friends  in  Mississippi 


HAMPTON,  Va.  (BP)  —  Voices 
of  caution  Dec.  1  challenged  a 
movement  to  split  Virginia’s 
largest  church  deriomination. 

The  415  conservative  Soutfaero 
Brqitists  who  attended  a  meeting  at 
Liberty  Church  in  Hampton,  Va., 
appeared  to  a^ee  the  moderate- 
controlled  Baptist  General  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Virgmia  no  longer  repre¬ 
sents  their  views,  especially  on 
moral  issues  such  as  abortion  and 
homosexuality. 

But  while  some  q>oke  passion¬ 
ately  for  a  ^lit  from  the  169-year- 
old  association,  others  warned 
against  rash  decisions.  The  cau¬ 
tious  note  was  in  contrast  to  a 
Nov.  25  meeting  in  Norfolk  where 
pastms  said  the  formation  of  a  new 
and  separate  association  was  all 
but  a  foregooe  condusion.  * 

The  Hampton  meeting  was. one 
of  four  regional  gatherings  held 
around  the  state  Dm.  1  by  conser¬ 
vatives,  who  interpret  the  Bible 
mote  literally  than  moderates.  T.C. 
Pinckney,  a  lay  leader  from 
Alexandria,  Va.,  said  the  tone  of 
the  meeting  for  Hampton  Roads 
smd  the  eastern  shore  was  similar 
tr^hat  be  and  100  others  heard 
earlier  in  the  day  in  Fredericks¬ 
burg. 

The  purpose  of  the  meetings  was 
to  gatto  information  and  express 
views.  Surveys  were  distributed 
asking  which  of  four  paths  to  take: 


—  Immediately  form  a  “new 
conservative  state  convention  and 
withdraw”  from  the  current  assod- 
atioa 

—  EstaUish  a  “formal  conserva¬ 
tive  Virginia  fellowship  which 
could  develop  into  a  sqrarate  state 
converxioo  in  the  future.” 

—  “Educate  and  organize  to  win 
back  Virginia.” 

—  “Give  op  the  struggle.” 

Pinckney  said  Baptists  from 

across  the  state  will  vote  at  a  Jan. 
28  meeting  at  Old  Forest  Road 
(3iorch  in  Lynchburg. 

While  11  of  the  18  conservatives 
who  sp<^e  at  the  meeting  called 
for  a  spliL  tibe  remairxler  said  they 
were  besitarx.  A  reporter  fitmr  die 
Virginian-Pilot  arid  the  Ledger- 
Star  was  allowed  into  the  ch^h 
on  the  condition  no  direct  quotes 
be  taken  from  the  meeting.  Several 
participants  agreed  to  be  inter¬ 
viewed  afterwanl 

The  meeting’s  organizer  and 
moderator,  Kelly  Burris,  pastor  of 
Kempsville  Church  in  Virginia 
Beach,  said,  “Some  of  the  pastors 
are  saying  if  we  move  out  they 
fear  they  will  be  left  behind 
because  their  churches  wouldn’t 
bi  willing  to  go  with  them.  We 
need  to  be  very  sympathetic  to  that 
atxl  we  will  be  sympathetic.” 

O’Keefe  is  religion  writer  for 
the  VIRGINIAN-PILOT  and  the 
LEDGER-STAR. 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (ABP)  —  The 
Cooperative  Program,  once  the 
common  bond  of  missions  support 
for  two  Mississippi  friends,  has 
become  an  issue  between  the  two. 

Gene  Tiiggs,  a  ftxmer  major  offi¬ 
cial  with  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  was  denied  appoint¬ 
ment  to  a  key  committee  recently 
by  his  longtime  friend  and  now 
convention  president  W.W.  Walley 
because  of  Triggs’  involvement 
with  the  state’s  chapter  of  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship. 

Trij^,  vice  president  of  Missis¬ 
sippi  Qiemical  Corporation,  the 
largest  private  business  enterprise 
in  the  state,  is  moderator  of  the 
Fellowship  chapter  in  the  state. 

Walley,  a  Waynesboro  physi¬ 
cian,  bad  planned  to  name  Tiiggs 
to  the  Committee  on  Committees 
for  die  state  converition.  But  Wal¬ 
ley  either  rescinded  the  appoint¬ 
ment  or  reconsidered  it,  acccarding 
to  one’s  perspective. 

Triggs  declares  that  Walley 
asked  him  to  serve  and  be  agreed. 
Walley  says  the  appointment  was 
considered  but  never  made. 

Walley  says  that  his  reason  for 
backing  out  on  the  iq^iointment  is 
because  Triggs  is  an  officer  of  the 
Fellowshipin  Mississippi.  The 
Fellowship  promotes  diverting 
contributions  from  the  (Cooperative 
Program,  the  traditional  randing 
channel  for  the  Southern  B^itist 
(Convention. 


By  Don  McGregor 

“I  am  sold  on  the  Cooperative 
Program,”  Walley  said,  “and  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 
comiMes  for  Cooperative  Program 
ftinds.” 

“The  Cooperative  Program  is 
messed  up  now,  like  a  lot  of  other 
things,  but  I  am  sticking  with  it,” 
Walley  added. 

He  mentioned  the  close  friend¬ 
ship  that  be  and  Tiiggs  bad  shared 
for  “years  and  years”  and  said  be 
“hated  to  do  it” 

Triggs,  on  the  other,  han^jaid 
that  th?  aciwtiVbad'l^uh  and 
depress^  sisp.jpentibiiied 

the  years.bfJdMfe^j.'w^t^^had 
grown  Quf  of  Voh^em.  mis^ns 
endeavors  in* W|^ch  '^.•>^q'had 
served  tp^he^.  in  ^axjri^,  both 
Walley 'an(f*Tii|fg5r,  served  as 
trustees  ojt;t)fe  Foj'pi^ 

Board;  Tri^  was  duqrmaiiL . 

The  tii^te  is  oiie  of  the  first 
times  the  ^C  controversy,  which 
has  engulfed  the  national  conven¬ 
tion  for  13  years,  has  surfaced  on 
the  state  level  in  Mississifqn. 

“I  will  coixinue  to  be  a  Missisip- 

?1  Bi^st  and  a  Southern  Baptist,” 
liggs  said.  “I  had  no  iiXention  of 
creating  a  problem.” 

He  noted  the  (Cooperative  Biqitist 
Fellowship  merely  offers  alterna¬ 
tives  for  mission  opportunities. 

“All  the  (Cot^rative  Baptist  Fel¬ 
lowship  is  trying  to  do,”  be  said, 
“is  to  make  anot^  avenue  of  mis¬ 
sions  available  for  tiiose  who  are 


unhappy  with  the  way  (Cotqierative 
Prog^  funds  are  being  used.” 

The  Cooperative  Program  sup¬ 
ports  about  20  SBC  agencies,  most 
of  which  are  controlled  by  fimda- 
meiXal-cooservatives. 

According  to  some  sources, 
Walley  said  be  received  a  great 
deal  of  opposition  to  his  qipoint- 
ment  of  Triggs.  But  Walley  told 
Associated  Bm^t  Press  he  takes 
sole  leroonsibiiity  for  his  decision. 

One  letter-writer.  Meridian  attor- 
iiej^f^g  SnQi^den,  said  Walley ’s 
"actiQn^*^i^acJcs  of  exclusion  and 
divjsnXiT'DOt  Ip^  atxl  cooperation.” 
-7  “Vod  must  VO  very  cautious  as  to 
the.'jprccedeni  you  are  setting,” 
Snp'^deti  wrote.  “If  you  really 
mean.-'to  Cxdude  otherwise  quali¬ 
fied  persdtis  from  places  of  service 
mifely  b«<^e  of  their  support  for 
the  CBF^then  this  ffankly  is  no 
bbtter  thidi  telling  all  of  us  that  we 
are  not  wanted  in  the  state  conven¬ 
tion.” 

Walley  told  ABP  be  would  take 
the  same  approach  to  appointing 
fundamental-conservatives,  who 
started  their  own  organization  in 
Mississippi  recently.  He  said  be 
would  not  ai^int  any  member  of 
the  new  fuixhunental-coitservative 
organization  to  any  position  for 
wUch  he  has  tiie  responsibility  for 
appointment. 

McGregor  is  editor  emeritus, 
Mississippi  BAPTIST  REC¬ 
ORD. 


Churches  adopt  Exp^ded  Annuity  Plan 

The  following  churches  have  adopted  the  Esroarxled  Arumity  Plan 
since  the  Nov.  5  issue  of  the  Baptist  Record:  Lafqrette:  Taylm;  Web¬ 
ster  FBC,  Maihistoo;  arxl  Yazoo:  Tinsley. 
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Laurel  physicito  makes  time  for  spiritual  priorities 


Last  in  a  series  ^ 

Somehow,  John  McQraw  finds  a 
place  for  the  impprtant  things  in 
his  crowded  life:  the  orthopsedic 
surgery  practice  in  Lasnel,  ^  lay 
preaching  engagements,  the  inter¬ 
national  musical  perfoimaix:es,  the 
home  church  commitments,  the 
fiunily  reroonsibilities,  and — if  all 
drat  weien\  enough — ^  presiden¬ 
cy  of  the  nationwide  Br^Mist  Med- 
ii^-Dental  Fellowdiq)  (BMDF). 


'  McGriiw,  who  attended  the 
1977  chatter  meeting  of  BMDF  in 
Winston-Salem,  Nprth  Carolina, 
as^a  yoi^  nredical  student,  is  the 
first  Mulstssmp^  to  serve  in  the 
.tcm  officd  of  the  missitMis-orient- 
ed  OTgairiptioil. '  ,  ' 

In  addition,  McGraw  serves  as 
the  orthopae^c  surgery  consul¬ 
tant  to  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board;  chairman  of  the  Young 
Physicians  Comtnittee  of  the 
Southern  Medical  Association; 


By  l^^Oiam  H.  Perkiiis  Jr. 

and  past  president  of  the  l^filli^ 
Carey  College  Alumni  Associa¬ 
tion. 

He  is  also  helping  start  a  charity 
clinic  in  Laurel,  aird  he  will  be 
both  a  member  and  attending 
physician  for  The  Singing 
Churchmen  during  their  upcom¬ 
ing  tour  of  Russia.  . 

McGraw’s  priorities  include  an 
unshakable  faith  in  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  medical  missions. 

“Petrie  are  much  more  recep- 


State  leaders  cite  BREAKTHROUGH 
as  factor  in  Chicago-area  growth  trend 


CHICAGO  (BP)  —  Illinois 
churches  have  reversed  an  11-year 
decline  in  Sunday  School  enroll¬ 
ment,  and  participation  in  die  Great 
C^ommission  BREAKTHROUGH 
project  will  accelerate  the  new 
trend,  according  to  A1  Riddley, 
Sunday  School  (&Mor  for  the  Ilfi- 
nois  Biptist  Stale  AssoCiatron.]  * 

More  than  100  Illinois  cfiuri^., 
are  participating  in  Great  Conimis-" 
sion  BREAKTHRQUGH.  Mwy  (tf 
diose  are  among  ^  500  churdies 
in  the  state  which  are  now  grow¬ 
ing,  Riddley  said. 

As  reoendy  as  1989,  870  of  the 
1,000  churctes  in  the  state  were 


By  Frank  Wm.  White 

declining  or  plateaoed,  he  said. 

In  an  effort  to  help  IS  Chicago 
churches  establish  Bible  study, 
worship  and  leadersbp  frameworks 
for  growth,  a  team  of  IS  volunteer 
Great  Commission  BREAK- 
THROU^  conniltants  from  Mis¬ 
sissippi  .began  the  project  in  the 
(rbicagb-area  churches  Nov..l3-16. 

The  pi^ject  links  a  consultant 
with  a  cnttiui  for  a  year  to  he^  the 
churc^  impleroent  its  own  plans 
for  growth.  The  project  begins 
widi  a  weekend  session  in  which 
the  consultant  assists  church  lead¬ 
ers  in  develcping  goals  and  plans 
to  reach  diose  goals. 


CHICAGO  —  Sidney  Lonowood,  left,  pastor  of  Rain  or  Shine  Baptist 
urch  in  Chicaao.  talb  with  Sean  Kelfli,  youth  Sunday  School  consul- 


Church  in  Chicago,  talks  wit 
tant  for  the  Mississippi  Bap 
church.  Keith  was  BREAKTH 
by  Jim  Veneman) 


with  Sean  Kalfli,  youth  Sunday  School  consul- 
laptist  Convention  Board,  outside  the  inner  city 
THROUGH  consultant  for  the  church.  (BP  photo 


With  the  Chicago  project,  par- 
tiaDy  funded  by  the  Missiuimii 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  tte 
consultarks  provided  the  weekend 
training  while  the  Illinois  Baptist 
Convention  and  (Chicago  Metro 
Baptist  Association  ASSISTeam 
(Associational  Sunday  School 
Improvement  Support  Team) 
members  will  provide  ongoing 
consultation. 

The  consultants  rqpresqnt  a  state 
with  r^roximately  3  million  peo¬ 
ple  w^e  the  Chicago  metropoli¬ 
tan  area  has  more  th^  three  times 
that  population,  said  Randy 
Tomi^ins,  Sunday  School  con¬ 
sultant  at  the  Mississqrpi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  and  coordina¬ 
tor  for  the  Chicago  project. 

Although  apprehensive  about 
bow  their  deejASouth  roots  would 
relate  in  the  nation’s  tfaird-largest 
metropolitan  area,  they  found  a 
variety  of  churches  ranging  from 
inner-city  to  suburban,  Tomiddns 
said. 

The  nine  black  churches  and  six 
predominantly  white  churches 
represented  different  worship 
experiences  than  many  of  the  Mis- 
sissif^i  Br^itists  were  accustomed 
to,  be  said. 

“Great  Commission  BREAK¬ 
THROUGH  is  a  time  when  we  as 
church  leaders  sit  with  lay  folks  in 
the  church,  dream  dreams  and 
come  to  some  decisions  for  the 
church’s  direction  and  purpose,’’ 
Tmnpkins  said.  c:. 

He  pointed  out  that  the  consul¬ 
tants  did  not  go  to  the  Chicago 
churches  with  a  prepared  agenda. 
“We  are  not  going  to  tell  you  what 
to  do.  We  are  going  to  help  you 
decide  what  to  do.”  Tompkins  told 
church  workers  at  the  beginning 
of  the  weekend. 

And,  Tompkins  believes  the 
consultants  —  all  staff  members 
in  Mississippi  churches  — 
returned  home  with  more  than 
souvenirs  of  Chicago. 

“They  bad  an  awakening  to  dif¬ 
ferent  approaches  to  church,” 
Tompkins  said.  “They  have 
learned  to  qrpredate  many  things 
we  all  take  for  granted.  Ttey  saw 
churdies  that  face  challenges  even 
to  doing  basic  mirustry.” 

Ife  said  die  success  of  the  pro¬ 
ject  creates  an  qienness  for  srmi- 
lar  projects  as  oudets  for  mission 
involvemeik. 

White  writes  for  BSSB. 


five  to  the  gospel  during  a  health 
crisis.  Medical  missions  is  med¬ 
ical  evangelism,”  be  said. 

McGraw  ^aks  from  personal 
erqierience.  He  has  been  on  mis¬ 
sion  trips  to  Nigeria,  Dominica, 
Honduras  (twice),  Haiti  (twice), 
and  India.  He  brought  two  chil¬ 
dren  from  Dominica  to  the  U.S. 
for  corrective  orthopaedic 
surgery. 

McGraw  cites  the  difficulty  of 
being  identified  as  an  evangelistic 
Christian  missionary  in  hostile 
parts  of  the  world  as  one  of  the 
driving  forces  behind  medical 
missions. 

“If  our  purpose  is  to  bring  peo¬ 
ple  to  Christ,  the  preaching  min¬ 
istry  is  not  the  way  to  do  it  in 
many  countries.  Medical  evange¬ 
lism  is  no  good  for  building  U.S.- 
style  churches,  but  it  is  effective 
for  winning  people  to  Christ,”  he 
ermlained. 

Medical  missions  hasn’t  always 
been  so  bi^  on  his  list  of  priori¬ 
ties,  however. 


that  year  as  part  of  a  C^arey  team,” 
be  said. 

After  graduating  from  Carey, 
McGraw  taught  school  and 
coached  footbrdl  during  bis  two- 
year  wait  to  enter  medical  sdiool. 
In  the  spring  of  1984,  he  was 
accepted  into  University  Medical 
Center  in  Jackson  on  a  U.S.  Air 
Pbree  scholarship. 

After  medical  school,  his  stint 
as  a  flight  surgeon  for  the  Strate¬ 
gic  Air  Cmnmand  earned  him  top 
honors  and  allowed  him  to 
receive  his  pilot’s  license — 
including  qualification  to  fly  the 
military’s  huge  KC-13S  aerial 
refueling  tankers. 

His  medical  residency  and  mili¬ 
tary  career  also  provided  opportu¬ 
nities  to  start  BMDF  ctuqHers  in  a 
number  of  locations  around  the 
country. 

McGraw  ccxnpleted  bis  military 
obligation  and  moved  to 
Brookhaven  in  1987  to  begin  a 
private  practice  in  orthoptics. 
He  also  practiced  in  Sikeston, 
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The  Doctors  Four,  a  quartet  of  Laurel  medical  professionals  which 
includes  John  McGraw  (second  from  right),  provide  a  musical  break  dur¬ 
ing  the  recent  Baptist  Medical-Dental  Fellowship  annual  meeting  in  Mem¬ 
phis.  Members  of  the  group  include  (from  left)  dentist  David  Rice,  family 
physician  John  Hassell,  McGraw,  and  ophthalmolggist  Eric  Lindstrom. 
(Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Bom  into  a  career  Army  family 
stationed  at  the  time  of  bis  birth 
in  Munich,  Germany,  be  was  later 
baptized  at  Hrst  Church  of  Fort 
Smith,  Arkansas,  and  attended 
Bob  Jones  Academy  in  Green¬ 
ville,  South  Carolina. 

He  finished  school  ahead  of 
schedule  and  at  the  age  of  16 
began  music  studies  at  North 
Greenville  Junior  College,  a  Bsqi- 
tist  institution  in  South  Carolina. 
After  graduation,  he  came  to 
William  Carey  College  in  Hatties¬ 
burg  in  the  fall  of  1970,  with 
plans  to  major  in  history. 

All  that  changed,  however, 
when  he  heard  the  testimony  of 
Everley  Hayes,  the  nurse  who 
worked  in  China  with  mission¬ 
ary-physician  Bill  Wallace.  Wal¬ 
lace  was  martyred  by  the  Com¬ 
munist  Chinese  during  the  “cul¬ 
tural  revolution”  in  that  country 
in  19S1. 

'  “llie  story  of  BiU  Wallace’s  life 
changed  my  direction.  I  signed  up 
for  37  hours  of  math  and  science 
in  my  senior  year  to  prepare  for 
medical  school.  That  was  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  preadiing  33  revival  series 


Missouri,  before  coming  to  Laurel 
Bone  and  Joint  Clinic  in  1989.  He 
and  his  wife,  Ann  (a  Mississij^i 
College  graduate),  l^ve  two  chil¬ 
dren:  Beth  Ann,  9,  and  Jay,  8. 

McGraw  has  big  plans  for 
BMDF  and  for  his  personal  med¬ 
ical  witness,  and  for  him  there’s  a 
simple  motivation. 

“Dr.  Oliver  Harper,  a  former 
missionary  to  Indonesia,  is  credit¬ 
ed  with  bringing  thousands  of 
people  to  the  Lord  through  bis 
medical  witness.  He  believed  the 
medical  bedside  was  the  place  to 
witness,”  be  said. 

“Medical  evangelism  gives  you 
the  opportunity  to  share  your 
faith;  medical  mission  trips  ener¬ 
gize  your  witness.  I  believe  it 
does  more  for  the  person  who 
goes  than  it  does  for  the  person 
who  receives  the  help,”  be  added. 

Medical  and  dentrd  personnel 
interested  in  more  information  on 
the  Baptist  Medical-Dental  Fel¬ 
lowship  can  contact  the  Brother¬ 
hood  Department  of  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  Board  at 
P.6.  Box  S30,  Jackson,  MS, 
39205. 


Associatt  eoarsas  offarta  In  Jackson  by  Now 

Orleans  Seminary  are  much  appreciated  by  people 
who  cannot  travel  to  Louisiana  to  attend  classes  on 
the  seminaiy’s  campus.  Among  those  involved  In  the 
classes  at  Broadmoor  Church  on  Northsido  Drive  are 
(back  row,  from  left)  Peny  Sanderford  —  instructor, 


Jeff  Harrison,  Ricl^  Summers,  Billy  Tumage,  Chuck 
King,  Jerry  Guess,  Grog  Clemts,  Chester  Vaughn  — 
instructor,  (front  row,  from  left)  James  Pearson,  Den¬ 
nis  Herrington,  Charles  Bonner,  Paul  DeMoney,  Char¬ 
lie  Barnes,  and  James  Dodds.  (Photo  by  William  H. 
Perkins  Jr.) 


Seminar3r’s  associate  degree  program 
answers  need  for  many  Mississippians 


By  Kim  Grucser 


How  cao  a  peisoo  keep  a  job  in 
Jackson,  stay  close  to  family  in 
Meridian,  and  earn  a  degree  fixwa 
New  Orteana  Seminary?  The  semi¬ 
nary's  extension  center  in  Jackscm 
is  tte  answer  for  many  stndei^. 

“Having  a  Jackson  campus  is  an 
answer  to  and,  for  me,  the 

realization  of  a  lifelong  dream. 
The  instructors  are  excellent,  the 
courses  of  study  are  equally  out¬ 
standing,  and  tte  kix>wled^  I've 
gained  has  made  a  significant 
impact  on  my  ministry,''  said  Den¬ 
nis  Herrington,  manaj^r  of  pr^r- 
ties  mimstry  at  Morrison  Heights 
Church  in  Qinton. 

Ricky  Summos,  pastor  of  Berea 
Church  in  Attala  Association,  said, 
“Our  Jackson  center  is  a  ^eat 
oppcMtunity  for  Christian  training 
in  an  atmoqrtiere  of  Christian  love 
and  feDowsmp.  We  leam  from  our 
professors  a^  each  other  as  we 
share  our  experiences  in  ministry.’' 

Recognizing  there  are  many 
bivocational  ministers  and  full¬ 


time  pastors  who  cannot  move 
away  for  tbe<rfogical  education,  the 
administration  and  faculty  of  the 
seminary  developed  programs  to 
fit  foose  lifestyles. 

“The  school  has  been  a  great 
hdp  to  me.  It  has  provided  a  way 
to  further  my  education  and 
enrich^  my  ministry,  which  has 
been  a  benefit  to  the  church  I 
serve,’’  said  Jerry  Guess,  pastor  of 
Bethsaida  Church  in  Neshoba 
Association.  He  will  graduate  in 
December  with  an  associate  of 
divinity  degree. 

The  purpose  of  the  associate 
degree  program  at  the  Jackson 
center  is  to  provide  quality  theo¬ 
logical  education  for  pastors, 
church  staff,  and  lay  leaders  age 
25  or  (dder  who  have  a  high  school 
diploma  or  its  equivalency.  The 
program  is  frdly  accredited  by  the 
Southern  Association  of  O^ges 
and  Schools. 

The  next  term  begitis  January  25, 
and  will  meet  each  Monday 


through  May  17  at  Broadmoor 
Church  on  Northside  Drive  in 
Jaduon.  Courses  offered  will  be 
Building  Healthy  Church  Rela¬ 
tionships,  taugitt  by  Perry  Peddns, 
longtime  Mississippi  pastor  and 
denominational  worker.  Introduc¬ 
tion  to  Preaching,  taught  by  Julius 
Thompson,  dire^or  of  the  Church 
AdministTation/Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  at  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board;  and 
Interpreting  Acts,  taught  by  Phller 
Sauiiders,  director  of  the  Jackson 
center. 

Qualified  students  may  enroll  on 
the  first  day  of  dass.  Matriculatioo 
fee  is  $140  for  one  course,  while 
the  cost  of  two  courses  in  a  semes¬ 
ter  wifi  be  $275. 

For  more  information,  contact 
Fuller  Saunders  in  Jackson  at 
(601)  957-2670,  or  Tunmy  Dukes 
on  tte  seminary  campus  toll-free 
at  (800)  662-8701,  extension  3590. 

Grucser  writes  for  New 
Orleans  Seminary. 


Holl5rwood  would  make  more  money 
by  making  better  films,  critic  says 


WASHINGTON  (ABP)  — 
American  moviemakers  have  “a 
profound  hostility  to  traditiooal  rdi- 
gion’’  and  don’t  understand  the  val¬ 
ues  of  most  families,  according  to 
Michael  Medved. 

Medved,  co-host  of  public  tdevi- 
sion’s  “Sn^  Previews,’’  was  inter¬ 
viewed  Nov.  12  on  National  Public 
Radio’s  “Morning  Edition.”  The 
interview  focused  on  Medved’s 
controversial  new  bode,  Hoflywood 
vs.  Amaica. 

In  a  dialogue  with  “Morning  Edi¬ 
tion”  host  Bob  Edwards,  Medved 
said  Hollywood  films  consistently 
portray  Americans  as  having  no 
serious  religious  faith. 

“A  Martian  viewing  American 
society  and  drawing  conclusions 
based  only  on  the  movies  and  tele¬ 
vision  series  he  might  get  by  some 
interplanetary  video  rent-by-mail 


service  would  conclude  that  this  is  a 
country  in  which  religion  was  total¬ 
ly  itielevartt  excqjt  for  a  tiny  per¬ 
centage  of  the  popolation  wlfo  are 
aU  tarts  or  ctoolM,”  he  explained. 

While  most  movies  ignore  tradi¬ 
tional  religii^  those  that  specifical¬ 
ly  attack  religion  usually  w  poorly 
at  die  box  office,  Medved  noted. 
“The  anti-religious  message  pic¬ 
tures,  one  after  another  drey’re  put 
out  before  the  puUic  and  they  flop. 
Whereas  something  like  ’Sister 
Act,’  which  I  thought  was  some¬ 
what  innocuous  and  had  a  more 
affectiooate,  more  positive  view  of 
the  Caifadic  Chunm  than  any  film 
in  recent  years,  ends  up  going 
through  the  rOof  and  doing  $170 
million  at  the  box  office.” 

Medved  believes  much  of  the 
Hollywood  content  that  Christians 
find  offensive  is  not  pot  in  just  to 


Oprah  Winfrey  Show 

i 

boosts  New  ^e  course 


■V  ' 

ATLANI'A  (BP)  —  ”A  Conrse  of  every'b 
in  Miractes*’  sounds  like  a  Bible  >  Smith  md 
study  topic  and  it  has  gotieatW  '  not  be  i 
talk  ishow  host  Oprah  Winfrey’s  though,  be 
attention  words  farni 

“A  Course  in  Miracles,”  often  The  title 
referred  to  as  “The  Course,”  is  students  oi 
gaining  acceptance  due  in  part  to  a  pfay,  mirac 
botd:  by  Mtuianne  ^filliamscm,  A  understam 
Return  to  Love:  Reflections  on  said.  The  I 
the  Principles  of  A  Coarse  in  says  The  < 
Miracles.  Willitmson’s  i9q)earaooe  as  “shifts  ii 
on  the  Oprah  Winfrey  Show  Mople  to 
impressed  host  so  much  that  rite  Swm  illusi 
bought  a  copy  of  the  book  for  the  reality 
everyone  in  the  studio  audimee.  pain,  deatfi 
Williamsoo  now  has  ^rpeared  on  A  Cour 
the  show  twice.  that:  peop 

E}q)osore  on  the  Winfrey  show  and  heal  t 
sparked  “one  of  the  bigge^  book  the  way  t 
selling  wildfires  of  1992,”  with  transgress 
750,000  copies  of  the  book  sold,  allowing  a 
acoordmg  to  one  book  review.  The  pen;  atonei 
book  made  the  New  York  Times  evil  as  rea 
best-seller  list  and  Williamson  each  pers( 
appeared  on  the  covers  of  People  quendy  pe 
magazine  and  New  Age  JoumaL  thing  tbej 
Williamson’s  book  is  based  on  Coutre  in  ] 
her  experiences  in  “A  Course  in  *  Souther 
Miracle,”  a  three-volume,  1,188-  with  sudi 
page  set  of  books  first  published  in  people  to 
1975.  The  set  includes  a  textbook,  a  errors,  Sm 
workbook  with  365  lessons,  and  a  that  diurd 
manual.  It  serves  as  a  New  Age  Age  mater 
self-help  study  course,  said  Mao-  For  mor 
rke  Smid^  associate  director  of  the  Age  move 
Home  Mimion  Board’s  Interfaith  Nfission  B 
l^fitness  Dqxutment.  He  warns  it  is  Departmc 
one  of  die  most  influential  teadi-  Otto  resc 
ings  in  New  Age  movements.  Age  move 

Contents  of  the  books  were  siq>-  ary  1993 
posedly  channeled  by  a  voice  Disciplesti 
dahning  to  be  Jesus  Q^,  Smith  the  Baptu 
said.  Channeling  is  the  New  Age  and  a  bo^ 
term  for  people  receiving  direct  World:  8 
messages  from  qnritual  entmesr  turaDy  ol 
ThMgh  die  voice  claimed  to  be  sionary  Ui 
Jesus,  die  course  “is  a  radical  detsal  Zinuna 


of  every'basic  biblical  teaching,” 
Smith  md.  The  contradiction  may 
not  be  immediately  evident, 
though,  because  the  material  uses 
wonfr  familiar  to  Christians. 

The  tide  is  a  prime  examine.  To 
students  of  the  New  Age  pWoso- 
idiy,  miracles  are  “changes  in  your 
understanding  of  reality,”  Smith 
said.  The  New  Age  Eacydopedia 
says  The  Course  defines  miracles 
as  “shifts  in  perception  wtndi  allow 
Mople  to  relinquish  illusions.” 
Svai  illusions  in^de  believing  in 
the  reality  of  time  and  space,  sin, 
pain,  deadi,  and  illness. 

A  Course  in  Miracles  teaches 
that:  people  can  save  themselves 
and  heal  themselves  by  changing 
the  way  they  think;  sin  is  not  a 
transgression  against  God;  sin  is 
dlowing  anything  negative  to  hsq>- 
pen;  atonement  is  refi^g  to  accqit 
evil  as  real;  and  God  is  something 
each  person  can  become.  Conse- 
quendy  people  can  have  or  do  any¬ 
thing  they  want,  according  to  A 
Courre  in  Mteades. 

'  Southern  B^qitists  can  best  deal 
with  sudi  teachings  by  equipping 
people  to  understand  theological 
errors,  Smidi  said.  Yet  be  warned 
that  diurcfaes  should  not  study  New 
Age  material  itself. 

For  more  infotmation  about  New 
Age  movements,  contact  die  Home 
Nfission  Board’s  liuerfaith  ^fitness 
Department  at  (404)  898-7468. 
Otto  resources  for  study  of  New 
Age  movements  indude  the  Janu¬ 
ary  1993  study  material  for  adult 
Disciplesfa^  Training  produced  by 
the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board 
and  a  book  titled  Meeting  the 
Worid:  Ministering  Cross  Cul- 
turaDy  offered  by  Woman’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Union. 

Zinunennan  writes  fbr  HMB. 


Texas  dentist  takes  a  bite 
from  Donahue  sponsor  list 

By  Tim  Tune 


make  money,  as  some  have 
dutrged.  The  red  proUem,  be  said, 
is  that  the  movie  industry  is  “radi¬ 
cally  dysfiinctionaL” 

“They  don’t  understand  America 
at  large,”  he  said.  “I  don’t  think  d^ 
have  any  knowledge  or  conc^on 
of  just  how  traditional  the  attitudes 
of  many  American  families  are. 
Ibis  is  not  an  industry  that  is  giving 
the  puUic  what  it  waits.” 

For  example,  Medved  said  he 
can’t  undeist^  who  moviemakers 
dunk  they  are  pleasing  by  excessive 
use  of  profani^. 

“You  might  say  there  are  a  group 
of  people  out  there  who  love  vio¬ 
lence,^  he  noted.  “There  may  be 
another  group  that  likes  graphic 
sexuality....  But  who  is  it  that  goes 
out  to  a  movie  and  says:  ’Oh,  come 
on,  let’s  go.  1  watt  to  see  these  stats 
saying  d^  words’?” 


PORT  WORTH,  Texas  (BP)  —  erally  ignored  by  die  manager  of 
While  a  prime-time  television  Dallas  television  station  WFAA, 
audience  joined  celebrities  to  said  NeiD,  who  lives  in  Fort  Worth, 
honor  Phil  Donahue’s  25  ^ears  as  When  the  petition  effort  failed, 
America’s  premier  talk-show  host,  NeUl  began  qrproaching  Donahue 
a  Texas  dertist  tuned  in  “just  out  of  ^tonsors  asking  them  to  withdraw 
curiosi^.”  support.  He  has  persuaded  112 

Curiositjrraay  have  ■motivated'^ '^orisors,  iocTiiaing  numerous 
Richard  Neill. to  watdbLtbe.  recent  national  advertisers,  to  quit  buying 
NBC  spedal  —  but  a  mudi  m<Me’-  tinie  on  die  program, 
intense  igjerest  iftTbe  PhfrDon-' *  AihopAJ&'^'who  have  with- 
ahue  '  cpntdiR ,,  drawnlnolfopww  advertising  are 

launched  him  .^m  cnripdb:^  Iri  >  AlbiHitson’y  proeers,  Baskin-Rob- 
America  know  w«  is jfegular  '♦biua  Ice'  orejam  circuit  Qty  con- 

one  of  the  to)>-'kifed  ^ndidated'  sumbt  derirgito  stores.  Dole  fruit 


daytime  shows  in  TV  markets 
across  the  country. 

Neill,  a  Southern  Biyitist  layman, 
considm  many  of  the  topics  Don¬ 
ahue  discusses  unsuitable  for 
300,000-plus  children  a  day  who 
watch  the  show,  according  to  the 
A.C.  Nielsen  ratings  service. 

He  has  drculated  a  petition  in  the 
Dallas-Foit  Worth  area  to  have  die 
show  moved  from  its  morning  time 
slot  to  a  late-night  time  when  chil¬ 
dren  won’t  have  such  wide  access 
to  it  But  die  petition  has  been  gen- 


packers,  Or  Pep^  soft-drink  bot- 
ders,  Hancock  Fabrics,  Hillshire 
Farms  meat  packers,  Jeimy  Craig 
weightless  centers,  Keebler  snack 
foods,  Kmart  department  stores, 
Luzianne  tea.  Nestle  foods,  Orldn 
pest  controL  Rainbo  bakeries,  Sara 
Lee  bakeries,  S.C  Johnson  house¬ 
hold  products,  Star-Kist  tuna,  and 
Wendy’s  hamburgers. 

De^te  losing  some  major  adver¬ 
tisers,  America’s  original  talk- 
show  host  seems  as  strong  as  ever. 

Tune  writes  for  Annaity  Board. 


December  10, 1992 


PRAYERCRAM 

December  10-24,1992 

PRAY  for  the  three  Southern  Baptist  missionary  couples. 

who  have  had  to  flee  from  their  mission  field  in  Angola, 
West  Africa,  following  widespread  fighting  that  left  over  a 
thousand  dead.  Mark  and  Susan  Hatfield  and  their  two  year- 
old  son,  Hatton,  had  to  flee  from  the  country  with  only  the 
clothes  on  their  backs  and  what  they  had  in  their  hands.  The 
other  two  couples:  Don  and  Carol  Minshew  and  Curtis  and 
Betty  Dixon  joined  the  Hatfields  in  Harare,  Zimbabwe.  They 
ask  for  prayer  that  they  may  know  when  to  return  to  Angola. 

PRAY  for  Wayne  and  Florence  freilerick.  Miss'.' missionaries  ' 
working  in  FratKe.^Pfay  for  the  tord  to  give  them  wisdom  to 
know  how  to  approjach  the  evangelizing  of  Lav^f,  a  city  of 
50,000.  Pray  that  the  Holy  Spirit  will  break  ties  that  have 
bound  people  to  the  wrong  concept  of  Jesus  and  the  Bible  for 
centuries. 

PRAY  for  Samiya  Siman,  a  new  woman's  leader  for  the  Associ¬ 
ation  of  Baptist  Churches  in  Israel.  Pray  that  she  will  be  able 
to  form  a  Woman's  Council  representing  all  villages  and  towns 
where  there  are  women's  Bible  studies  and  a  need  to  begin  ^ 
new  work.  Pray  that  she  will  be  an  instrument  of  peace  and 
wisdom  to  help  heal  division  that  weakens  the  fellowship  of 
some  congregations. 

PRAY  for  Richard  and  Ruby  Ashworth,  Mission  Service  Corps 
state  volunteer  coordinators.  They  are  having  difficulty  getting 
the  word  out  about  volunteerism  in  Idaho.  Pray  for  the  church¬ 
es  in  the  Utah-ldaho  Southern  Baptist  Convention  to  under¬ 
stand  how  valuable  the  volunteer  program  is  and  to  give 
recognition  to  volunteers  coming  Into  the  convention.  Also 


Housetops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


pray  that  they  may  realize  that  every  member  can  be  a  volun¬ 
teer. 

PRAY  for  the  missions  program  of  the  River  Valley  Association 
of  Arizona.  Walter  Is  65  and  asks  for  prayer  to  know  the  direc¬ 
tion  God  is  leading  for  their  lives  arKJ  ministry.  He  also  asks  for 
prayer  for  the  churches  in  the  Association  to  reach  the  area 
with  the  gospel.  He  says  that  they  are  "just  scratching  the  sur¬ 
face," 

PRAY  for  the  Home  Mission  Board  of  the  S.B.C.  as  it  looks  for 
creative  ways  to  reach  the  nation's  cities  for  Christ.'Churches 
need  to  stop  building  walls  around  their  churches  and  find 
ways  to  reach  out  to  the  bicultural  and  multilengual  peoples 
around  them,"  says  Ray  Bakke,  an  American  Baptist  minister. 

' •  PRAY  for  the  Youth  Evangelism  Conference  at  the  Miss.  Col¬ 
lie  Coliseum  to  be  held  December  28,29,  Pray  for  speakers, 
conference  leaders  and  students  in  attendance,  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  will  work  mightily  to  bring  about  life  dedications  to 
Christ. 

PRAY  for  the  Alaska-Mississippi  Partnership  to  be  begun  Jan.  1 . 
Ministry,  teaching  and  preaching  needs  are  being  received  by 
the  Partnership  Missions  Office,  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205, 
directed  by  Bill  Hardy  (968-3800)  For  example  there  is  a  re¬ 
quest  for  the  Tanana  Valley  Baptist  Association  of  Fairbanks  for 
help  with  Evangelistic  efforts  as  pre-convention  activity,  July 
28-Aug.  2,1993:  preach  in  mini-revivals  and  conduct  door-to- 
door  survey  and  witness .  For  this  they  need  80  to  1(X)  people. 


LEARN  TO  MASTER  LIFE 


Someone  says,  "Ifs  a  cold,  hard,  stressful 
world  out  there.''  How  true.  The  challenge  of 
living  victoriously  for  Christ  seeitis  too  hard 
and  getting  harder  all  the  time.  The  question 
Is  are  you  mastering  life,  or  is  life  mastering 
you? 

MasterLife:  Di^plesMp  Training  is  a  6- 
month.  Indepth  discipling  process  that  can 
lead  a  person  to  make  Christ  Master  in  one's 
life  and  to  master  life  by  practicing  basic 
Christian  disciplines.  You  will  grow  in  Christ- 
likeness  as  your  attitudes  and  values  change 
and  you  develop  the  skills  of  abiding  in  Christ, 
living  In  the  Word,  praying  in  faith,  fellowship- 
ping  with  believers,  witnessing  to  the  world 
and  ministering  to  others.  And  your  church 
will  benefit  as  you  are  discipled  and  trained 
for  leadership  and  ministry.  Records  indicate 
that  churches  that  conduct  MasterLife  groups 
regularly  baptize  more  people,  give  more 
through  the  cooperative  program  and  average 
more  In  Bible  Study. 

If  you  would  like  to  become  Involved  In  Mas- 
ierLife,  the  first  step  Is  for  someone  in  your 
church  to  be  trained  at  a  MasterLife_ 
Workshop.  Then  that  person  will  be  certified' 
to  order  MasterLife  materials  and  to  lead  a 
group  in  your  church. 

A  MasterLife  Workshop  will  be  conducted  at 
the  South  Louisville  Baptist  Church  in 
Louisville,  Miss,  the  two  weekends  of  January 
21-23  and  28-30, 1993.  Attendance  at  both 
weekends  is  necessary  for  the  complete  work¬ 
shop  and  for  certification.  The  cost  is  $95  for 
the  materials  and  workshop  experience. 
Housing  is  to  be  arranged  by  each  attendee. 
Write  the  Discipleship  Training  Department, 

P.  0.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  or 
call  968-3800  for  registration  material. 


ii 


IV.' 


rsiovv  Vc'iii 

IVl  H  k  i  11  <2, 

4 — 

'vi  >i ir 
Will 


JANUARY  IS  MAKE  YOUR  WILL  MONTH 


Making  your  will  or  reviewing  your  will 
should  be  one  of  your  prime  priorities  for 
1 993.  Wills  in  existence  over  three  years 
should  be  reviewed. 

Consider  some  of  the  values  of  a  valid  will. 
First  of  all,  a  will  is  an  extension  of  your  life's 
goals.  You  can  extend  your  influence  and 
life  interests  into  eternity  through  your  will. 

Your  will  insures  that  the  assets  you  have  ac¬ 
cumulated  in  life  will  be  distributed  and  used 
as  you  will  tJiem  to  be  used. 

What  are  some  additional  reasons  for  having 
a  valid  will? 

•  You  can  select  your  executor. 

•  You  can  name  the  person  or  persons  to 
serve  as  guardians  of  your  children. 

•  You  can  create  trusts  that  will  conserve 
your  estate  and  save  taxes. 


•  You  can  make  special  bequests  to  persons 
or  institutions. 

•  You  can  make  menrtorial  gifts  to  a  worthy 
cause  to  honor  a  loved  one  or  friend. 

•  You  can  tithe  your  estate  to  an  institution 
or  charitable  cause. 

•  YoO  can  distribute  yoqr  assets  proportion¬ 
ately  to  family  or  friends. 

ConJiact  Hal  Fisl^,  at  the  Mjifiwippi  Baptist 
Foundlation,  968-3800,  for  further  details  on 
jtfpects  of  making  your  will. 

In  addition,  Hal  is  available  to  sham  briefly 
about  the  ministry  of  the  Foufidafion  and  the 
V  importarKe  of  a  Will  in  a  Discipleship  Train¬ 
ing  time  or  for  5  minutes  in  a  worship  or, 
prayer  service.  Your  participation  in  fl>e 
MAKE  YOUR  WILL  emphasis  is  a  service  to 
your  church  members. 


ZIMBABWE  VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED  NOW! 


TELLING  THE  STORY  IN  ZIMBABWE 


Louis  Lamar,  pastor  of  Mount  Sinai  Baptist  Church,  Tupelo,  shares  with  Richard 
Brogan,  Consultant,  Mississippi  Baptist  Con-  p-||||||||||g^^ 
vention  Board  about  his  recent  trip  to  Zim- 

Lamar  described  his  experience  by  saying, 

.this  was  a  new  and  rewarding  experience  for 
me  to  conduct  a  revival  where  the  response 

to  the  Gospel  message  was  so  overwhelming.^^^^HaHHjjjjl^^^^^^H 
He  requests  that  we  join  him  in  praying  that 

the  Lord  will  send  rain  in  Zimbabwe,  IBBHBHHHhiiBHi 

Mozambique,  Somalia,  Ethiopia  and  other  parts  of  Africa  that  need  it  so  desper¬ 
ately. 


fjeginning 
D'^new  church¬ 
es  and  evange¬ 
lism  go  togeth-  j 
er  in  Zimbab- 
we.  New  con¬ 
gregations  often 
begin  from  personal 

evangelism  coupled  with  /  \  ■ 

evangelistic  preaching  ser-  \  ^ 

Seven  projects  for  church  starting  in  Zimbab¬ 
we  have  been  scheduled  for  1 993.  The  Na¬ 
tional  pastors  and  missionaries  in  Zimbabwe  are 
counting  on  the  Mississippi  Partnership  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  volunteers  to  help  with  personal  wit¬ 
nessing  and  preaching. 

reams  often  (10)  persons  each  will  be  need¬ 
ed.  There  will  be  five  preachers  and  five 
laypersons  on  each  team.  The  dates  are  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

February  8-25 
March  15  -  April  1 
May  17  -  june  3 
June  14  -  July  1 
luly  12  -  July  29 
Sept.  13  -  30 
October  11  -  28 

Churches  and/or  Associations  may  desire  to 
adopt  a  project  and  enlist  the  people  to  be 
a  part  of  these  new  beginnings.  The  response  to 
the  gospel  in  Zimbabwe  is  exciting.  The  people 
are  ready  for  the  harvest  of  souls. 

\A/e  have  been  asked  to  pray  for  rain  in 
VV  Zimbabwe.  Some  rains  have  come,  but 
they  encourage  us  to  continue  to  pray  for  much 
moisture  is  needed  to  overcome  fwo  years  of 
drought 

Inquiries  about  volunteering  or  for  any  other  infor¬ 
mation  should  be  directed  to  Bill  Hardy  at  601/968- 


SMhfkihipicrjNuirikfetlMoL 


NEW  WORK  FELLOWSHIP 


nThe  1993  officers  for  the  New  Work  Fellow¬ 
ship  are  (left  to  right):  Dottie  Williamson, 
Program  Chairman;  Peggy  Huey,  Secretary; 
Maurice  Flowers,  President;  and  Cleophus 
Rawls,  Vice  President. 

The  Fellowship  promotes  the  beginning  of 
new  churches,  missions  and  ministries  in  as¬ 
sociations  throughout  Mississippi.  The  next  meeting  of  the  Fellowship  will  be 
held  during  the  Evangelism  Conference  at  Tupelo  on  January^26.  For  more  infor 
mation  contact  Ray  Grissett,  Cooperative  Missions  Department,  MBCB. 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CHAPLAINS  ASSOCIATION 

The  1 993  Officers  for  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Chaplains  Associations  are  shown  with  Ray 

Grissett,  Director  of  the  Cooperative  Missions^^^^^H^^^^^^Bi  1 
Department  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 

(Left  to  right)  Drew  Blanton,  Vice  President; 

Joe  Stovall,  President;  and  Billy  J,  Jones,  State 
Chaplaincy  Coordinator 

Jthe  Association  of  Chaplains  will  have  a  fel- 

luricheon  during  the  Evangelism  Conference  In  Tupelo  on  January  26, 1 2 
an  Wtst  Jackson  Street  BaiJtf St  Church. 


Helping  tp  Bring  Mississippi 
and  the  World  to  Jesus'* 


■xploring  YoutPotential 


February.  59  1993 
8soo  p.ni. 

FBC9  Jackson,  Miss 


l\ Al^ 

•  America's  foremost  authority  on  single  adults 

•  Popular  speaker  on  and  for  single  adults 

•  President  of  consulting  firm  dealing  with  the  single 
adult  in  the  workplace 

•  Author  of  30  books  for  and  about  single  adults 
including  WARM  RELFLECTIONS,  POSITIVELY 
SINGLE,  and  JASON  LOVES  JANE  BUT  THEY  COTA 
DIVORCE 

•  Producer  of  video  tape  series  for  single  adults 

•  Christian  minister,  churchman 


CorKert  Soloist 
Musk  theater  performer 
Fashion  model 

Popular  spokesmodel  for  television  talk  and  news  shows 
1984  Miss  Mississippi,  third  alternate  Miss  America 
Strong  Christian  testimony 


Sponsored  by  the 
FAMILY  MINISTRY  SECTION 

Discipleship  Training  Department 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


BGISTRAtlON  -  SINGLE  ADULT  RALLV/SEMINAR 

Mat  SO  you  will  know,  I'U^we'll  be  there  for  the  rallyl 

Name _ _ _ _ 

Address 


Church  (name  and  city) 


Number 


Count  on  me/us  for  theSaturday  Seminar  — 
(enclose  $5  per  person  for  the  seminar  only) 


Please  send  housing  information 


Mail  to  Family  Ministry  Section,  Discipleship  Training  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


For  additional  information  call  Horace  Kerr  (601)  966-3800,  extension  3973. 


SUCCESSFUL  SINGLE 
LIVING 

Exciting  Video  Resource 
for  Single  Adults 

Five  60  minute  tapes  featuring  relevant  top¬ 
ics  and  outstanding  communicators.  Excel¬ 
lent  for  discussion  groups  or  individual  view¬ 
ing.  Guidebook  gives  suggestions  for  use. 

Available  for  loan  from  Broadcast  Services 
Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39208 
Telephone  968-3800 

Singled  Out  Do  you  feel  discriminated 
against  as  an  unmarried  person?  Discover 
the  power  of  one  and  how  to  tap  that  power 
to  change  your  life  and  world  for  the  better.^ 
By  Harold  Ivan  Smith,author/speaker/corpo- 
rate  consultant,  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Amer¬ 
ica's  foremost  authority  on  single  adults  to¬ 
day. 

Search  For  Significance  Does  life  sometimes 
get  you  down?  Learn  how  to  face  life  in  the 
1 990's  head  on  and  come  out  a  winner.  By 
Mamie  McCullough,  speaker/educator/cor¬ 
porate  consultant/developer  of  "I  Can"  cur¬ 
riculum,  Dallas,  Texas. 

Stress  and  Security  Do  you  ever  feel  like  you 
are  living  in  a  pressure  cooker?  Find  help  in 
conquering  the  stress  monster  and  bringing 
security  to  you  and  yours.  By  Jim  Towns,  au¬ 
thor/speaker/  university  professor/communi¬ 
cation  specialist,  Nacogdoches,  Texas. 

Faith  and  Success  Is  God  way  out  there 
somewhere  or  close  by?  Discover  practical 
faith  in  God  that  can  lead  to  successful  liv¬ 
ing.  By  Ron  Churchill,  pastor/speaker/former 
single  adult  minister.  Plant  City,  Florida. 

Building  Positive  Relationships  Are  you  look¬ 
ing  for  proven  principles  to  strengthen  life's 
relationships?  Find  them  here  and  begin 
putting  them  into  practice  today.  By  Otis 
and  Diege  Arxirews,  marriage  and  family 
therapists,  Macon,  Georgia. 

Tapes  made  available  by  Family  Ministry 
Section,  Discipleship  Training  Department, 
Mi^issippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


By  Anne  Washburn  McWilliams 


Christinas !  passport  to  heaven 


in  0“  one  side  of  Gibraltar's  gale-  a  Japanese  kimono.  At  Los  Ange- 
li  nilr* *f ’  K*^  giwn-unifomied  mem-  les  custmns,  one  official  accused 

guardia  civil,  me  of  having  bought  an  eamensive 
^Sl  JLfcf  to  22?^  ??u  ^  P*®Po**  “spec-  dress  in  Japan  and  weaiii^Sie 
I  London  bobbies,  to  try  to  avoid  paying  import  tax 

mstructioos  Don  t  take  their  {ricture,”  I  was  oo  it!  f  7  6  pw 

^  course,  missionaries  deal 

leie,  I  was  era,  for  they  11  take  it  away  from  with  border  crossings  regularly. 

wrong,  we  you  if  yw  do.”  Hyatt  Moore  tdd  the  story  of  one 

lestKmi^.  Next  item  is  to  claim  your  bag-  missionary  who  was  thoroughly 
o  asked  to  gage  ~  if  it’s  thw  —  and  then  searched.  The  reason:  a  narco^ 

ICT  re-entry  ^eet  ^  customs  inimectors.  Why  smuggler,  recently  arrested,  had 
Cmn^  and  should  I  worry:  “Will  customs  called  himself  a  “missionary.” 

I  pam(±ed  «>«  my  bag?”  I  have  rmtfaing  to  In  another  instance,  Moore  <mid. 
er  was  lost.  mde.  Perfa^  I'm  afraid  my  fellow  when  a  missi<maiy  was  awFfd  his 
5  from  my  hravdera  will  go  and  leave  me  occupation,  the  guard  demanded 
and  then  while  I  m  loddng  for  my  suitcase  that  he  quote  John  3:16  as  proof 
ips  ofmy  k^,  or  while  the  officials  are  dig-  “It  occurs  to  me,”  wrote  Moore, 
hould  have  ^g  past  my  pajamas  and  down  “that  all  this  is  a  picture  of  what  »i, «».  i  '  '  *_ 

into  the  podtets  and  comers  of  my  happens  at  heaven's  gate  That  bedding,  on  the  450*mjle  trip.  In  addi- 

[>1^,  I  ve  b^.  Once,  as  I  entered  Honduras  will  be  our  ultunate  bo^r  cross- 
t  m  p^-  wm  a  friend,  her  suitcase  was  so  ing,  and  as  Jesus  said,  not  every- 
Juld  1  feel  heavy,  they  suspected  it  to  be  full  one  will  enter.  Only  those  who 
refore  that  of  weapons  and  would  not  believe  know  the  truth  of  Jdm  3:16:  ‘For 
document  her  denials.  They  opened.it,  to  God  so  loved  the  world  that  he 
icture  with  reveal  the  collection  of  rocks  she  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
-  or  she  —  nad  pick^  up  in  Nfexico.  whosoever  beUeveth  in  him  should 

!  is  indeed  Sometimes  it’s  harder  to  get  past  not  perish  but  have  everlasting 
But  never  customs  in  the  United  States  on  life.’^’ 

►  send  me  the  way  home  than  it  was  to  enter  He  gave  his  only  begotten  Son 
w  me  into  another  country.  That  is  okay,  as  it  I’ve  been  thinking  this  morning, 
ccupation:  assures  me  t^  are  doing  their  job  “That’s  what  Christmas  is  all 
asked  wlty  well.  Returning  from  Jaqian,  I  was  about”  The  first  Christmas  provid- 
mntry  and  wearing  a  dress  my  mother  had  ed  a  pasroort  to  heaven  for  anyone 
rrite  about  made:  a  rich-textured,  large-flow-  who  believes  he  will  receive  it 
ered  print  The  material  resembled  when  he  qtfdies  for  it 


Andrew  relief  efforts  ongoing 

Hurricane  Andrew  prompted  Charleston  churches  to  form  a  local,  multi 
denominrtlonal  twm  that  spent  two  days  in  Lydia,  La.,  helping  storm  vie 


Letters  to  the  editor 


inaiLKS  reilel  teeun  messengers  to  the  Mississippi 
Editm:  Baptist  Convention  for  deleting 

I’m  not  sure  to  whom  I  should  the  words  “fellow  Southern  Bap- 
address  this  note,  but  I  want  to  tists”  in  referring  to  our  vice  presi- 
thank  the  Mississirai  Disaster  dent-  and  piesident-elecL 
Relief  Team,  specincally  those  As  I  ur^istand.  Southern  Bap- 
men  from  Calhoun  City,  for  all  lists  are  people  who  accept  the 
thdr  help  this  past  week  in  Bran-  inerrancy  of  &  Holy  Bible.  Any- 
doiL  Th^  probaUy  won’t  reinem-  one  who  publicly  stands  against 
ber  us  because  I  Imow  they  he4>ed  the  teachings  of  God’s  Holy  Word 
so  many  people  in  this  area,  but  has  made  their  own  choice  not  to 
we’ll  alwi^  remember  them,  their  be  brothers, 
kindness,  and  their  willingness  to  God  has  declared  that  homosex- 
help  08  dean  up  after  the  knnado.  uality  and  the  ta^g  of  innneent 
We  fed  so  fortunate  that  our  per-  life  is  wrong.  All  of  the  laws  and 
sonal  damage  from  die  storm  was  the  opinions  of  those  who  approve 
minimal,  and  we  feel  equally  as  of  dtem  will  never  change  God’s 
fortunate  to  have  met  di^  dedi-  view  of  them  nor  of  his  ponish- 
cated  volunteers.  meet  of  the  breaking  of  his  laws. 

May  God  bless.  Thank  you,  messengers  to  the 

Pam  &  Bee  Stricklin  Mississippi  Bimtist  Convention. 
Brandon  Thank  you  to  aU  the  pastors  who 

teach  the  truth  of  God’s  Word. 

.  Brenda  Shea 

Desires  input  TiplersviUe 

Editor:  ' 

The  Convention’s  Order  of  Busi-  _ 
ness  Committee  (Program  Com-  Florida  seeks  Vols 
mittee)  desires  input  fi^  Baptists  Editor: 
across  the  state  on  the  length  of  the  Many  of  our  new  Florida 

convention  program.  Should  the  churches  that  were  started  recem- 
convention  close  Wednesday  ly,  as  well  as  areas  that  have  been 
noon,  afternoon,  or  evening?  Is  targeted  for  new  church  starts,  are 
more  time  needed  for  business?  Or  in  need  of  assistance  from  cfaiucb- 

es  in  Mississippi. 

Needs  include  youth  groups  for 
spring  break  or  summer  mission 
trip  to  conduct  Backyard  Bible 
Qubs  and  survey  work;  and  pas¬ 
tors,  choirs,  or  musical  groups  to 
conduct  thrre-  m  four-day  evange¬ 
listic  crusades  in  one  of  these  com¬ 
munities.  Each  church  would  be 
responsible  for  its  own  travel, 
bousing,  and  meals  eiqiense. 

Interested  individuals  or  church¬ 
es  should  contact  J.C.  Mitchell, 
executive  director,  Pembrook 
Thanks  to  messengers  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  2293,  Wm- 
Editor:  -  ^  ter  Park,  FL  32790-2293;  phone 

I  would  like  to  commend  the  740-7781. 


What  kind  of 
Bible? 


LOUISVILLE.  Ky.  (BP)  — 
How  should  a  shopper  select  a 
Bible  as  a  gift  from  among  the 
7,000  versions  and  IS  translations 
available? 

Ben  Williams,  Bible  salesman  at 
the  ^  Baptist  Book  Store  in 
Louisville,  Ky..  suggests  consider¬ 
ing  foese  factors: 

.  —  *1^  person.  Different  people 


have  different  needs  in  Biu^  he 
sard.  A  pastor  or  Sunday  School 
teacher  might  warx  added  features 
of  a  study  Bible;  a  new  Christian 
might  want  something  easier. 

—  Reeling  level.  A  King  James 
study  Bible  mi^t  be  appropriate 
for.  someone  with  good  reading 
slulls,  but  a  simpler  translation 
might  be  better  for  someone  strug¬ 
gling  with  reading. 

—  Doctrine.  Most  Bibles  with 
study  materials  emphasize  some 
doctrinal  peispective.  Others,  such 
as  t^  Full  Life  Study  Bible  for 
(^larismatics,  are  designed  specifi¬ 
cally  for  certain  faith  groups. 

—  Age.  Older  adults  are  more 
likely  to  want  translations  they  are 
fen^ar  with;  younger  adults  might 
be  interested  in  newer  translations. 

—  Binding.  Women  generally 
are  more  concerned  than  men 
about  color,  Williams  noted.  Gen¬ 
uine  leather  is  the  top-of-tbe-line 
choice.  Bonded  leather  also  comes 
finm  animal  skins,  but  is  composed 
of  various  skin  parts  compacted 
together. 


Comments  on  the  music,  choirs, 
and  special  features  would  be 
iqjpredated. 

Please  share  your  thoughts  with 
us  and  send  to  the  office  of  the 
Executive  Director/Treasurer,  Mis- 
sissiiqn  Baptist  Convention  Board, 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530. 

Roy  Myers,  chairman 
Order  of  Business  Comm. 


Black  church  leadership  retreat 

More  than  100  adults, 


.  ouths,  and  children  from  Mississippi  Baptist 
black  congreoations  attended  the  Pastoral  &  Church  Leadership  Retreat 
Dec.  4-5  at  Camp  Garaywa.  Jay  Elgia  Wells  (top),  manager  of  black 
church  development  with  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  Board,  led  a  three- 
hour  session  on  “Growth  CTriented  Sunday  ochool"  for  adult  leadership. 
Eddie  Jones  (bottom),  pastor  of  Victory  Temple  Church  in  Greenville, 
worked  with  youths  and  children.  Among  their  activities  was  a  letter-writ¬ 
ing  projert  to  children  Jones  met  on  a  recent  mission  trip  to  Zimbabwe. 
The  meeting,  sponsored  by  the  MBCB  Cooperative  Missions  Department, 
also  featured  worship  services  led  by  Willie  Scott  pastor  of  Providence 
Church  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  and  Everett  Robinson,  drama  specialist  with  the 
BSSB.  (Photos  by  Teresa  Dickens) 
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John  6len  Ctldwoll  and  Jamas  RIcfcy  Harris  were  ordained  as  deacons 
at  Hardy  Church,  Granada  County,  on  Oct  15.  Pictured,  left  to  right,  are 
John  Glen  Caldwell;  Truman  Scaitorough,  Rrst  Church,  Cofleeuilie;  John 
H.  Caldwell  Jr.,  father  of  John  Glen  and  deacon  for  50  years;  Courtney 
Seivy,  pastor  of  Hardy  Church;  James  Ricky  Harris;  and  BIHy  ’.ee  Harris. 
Mher  of  Ricty  and  deacon  for  29  years. 


Larry  Camp  of  Forest  was 
ordained  into  die  ministiy  on  Nov. 
IS  at  Two-Mile  Ctnnc^  Morton, 
where  he  serves  as  interim  pastor. 


Aj 


CaMweO 


Palmetto 
Church,  Lee 
Coonty,  recently 
honor^  Louise 
CaldweO  for  67 
years  as  pianist 
for  all  services. 
A  meal  was  held 
in  her  honor  and 
she  Was  present¬ 
ed  a  plaque. 


Gilbert  Esttle  Simpson  was 
ordained  as  a  deacon  on  OcL  4  at 
Rrst  Cluirch,  Coffeeville.  Truman 
D.  Scarborough  is  pastor. 

New  Bethlehem  Church, 
Magee,  ordained  Gary  Shows, 
Paul  Craft,  and  Mike  Sellers  as 
new  deacons  on  Nov.  IS.  On  pro¬ 
gram  were  James  Pearson,  pastor, 
and  Jimmy  SeDets,  father  of  Mike 
Sellers. 

Thomas  Clarir  Bryan  has  been 
chosen  as  the  new  president  of 
Truett-McConnell  College  in 


PARKS 

From  page  3 


church  renowned  for  its  support  of 
Bsqrtist  missions,  said  Pailu’  deci¬ 
sion  is  an  indication  God  “can  take 
our  mess  and  make  it  his  miracle.” 

Loring,  who  serves  on  the  Fel¬ 
lowship  committee  that  hired 
Parks,  described  the  13-year  SBC 
controversy  as  “our  denominatioo- 
al  mess”  and  wondered  “how  God 
could  be  in  this  at  all.” 

“While  some  will  iruerpret  this 
action  as  divisive  atxl  disloyal.  Dr. 
Parks  is  sim|dy  staying  ‘fahhful  to 
the  heavenly  vision*  that  has  been 
expressed  in  his  lifelong  service  to 
biblical  missions  expressed  in  a 
Biqrtist  context.” 

Warner  is  editor.  Associated 
Baptist  Press;  Mark  Wingfield, 
news  director  of  Kentucky 
WESTERN  RECORDER;  and 
Jack  Brymer,  editor,  Florida 
BAPTIST  WITNESS,  con- 
tribnted  to  this  story. 


Cleveland,  Ga.  He  holds  master  of 
science  and  doctor  of  education 
degrees  from  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississ^i.  Bryan  will 
succeed  R  M.  Rilbright,  president 
since  1986  who  is  retiring  at  the 
end  the  year. 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Dan  Martin, 
former  news  editor  of  Baptist 
Press,  unanimously  was  elected 
executive  diiector  of  Texans  Who 
Care  at  the  annual  board  meeting 
of  the  statewide  anti-gambling 
coalition  in  Dallas.  Martin,  S4, 
succeeds  longtime  and-gambling 
activist  Sue  Cox  who  resigned  as 
executive  director  of  Texans  Who 
Care  to  become  director  of  the 
nonprofit  Texas  Council  on  Prob¬ 
lem  aiKl  Compulsive  Gambling. 
Martin  wfll  assume  the  executive 
post  for  the  Austin-based,  non-par¬ 
tisan  organization  effective  Jan.  1, 
1993. 


Goutfisldt  Church,  Gruenville. 

held  a  reception  honoring  its  pas¬ 
tor.  Eari  Ezell,  and  his  wife  on  their 
lOth  anniversary  of  service  to  the 
church. 
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Morris  Chapmsn,  president  of 
SBC  Executive  Committee,  recently 
spoke  at  the  Attala  Association.  A 
Kosciusko  native.  Chapman  gave  a 
Whippet  cheer  (high  school  athletic 
teams),  at  the  beginning  of  his 
address.  He  spoke  to  the  associa¬ 
tion  on  the  second  Coming  of 
Christ.  There  were  24  of  the  31 
churches  represented. 


Carey  Sprbigs  Churdi,  Ponto¬ 
toc,  has  called 
Chuck  Shu¬ 
maker  as  pastm, 
effective  July  5. 
He  was  previ¬ 
ously  a  member 
^  of  Friendship 
Church,  Ponto¬ 
toc,  where  he 
was  ordained 
umaker  Wy  19. 1992. 

First  Church,  Lauderdale,  has 
called  Buddy  Ramey  as  minister 
of  music,  effective  Nov.  22.  Ife  is 
a  native  of  Meridian  and  received 
his  edne^on  at  the  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi.  His  nrevi- 
ous  place  of  service  was  Greens 
Credc  Churdr  in  Petal. 

Gerald  Thompson  has  resigned 
the  Concord  Church,  Tippah 
Assodatioti,  as  miiiister  of  music. 
He  accepted  the  call  as  minister 
of  music  and  youth  at  Oak  Hill 
Church,  Prentiss  Association, 
e^ctive  Dec.  2.  Dan  Mobley  is 
pastor. 

Edwards  Churdi,  Hiixls-Madi- 
son  Association,  called  Eric 
Hambrid  of  Jackson  as  minister 
of  music,  effective  Sept.  6.  He 
received  a  degree  from  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi  and 
attended  Mississippi  College. 

Robert  H.  Rogers  of  Hatties¬ 
burg  has  accepted  the  call  as 
bivocational  pastor  of  Clear  / 
Creek  Church,  Lumberton.  He 


previously  served  Memorial 
Church,  Perry  Association,  and 
several  other  Mississippi  church¬ 
es.  He  served  as  an  Army  Chi^)- 
lain,  both  on  active  duty  and  in 
reserve. 

Vance  Marberry  retired  Nov. 
IS.  He  served  40  years  in  the  pas¬ 
torate.  The  past  20  years  he 
served  at  Immanuel  Church, 
Olive  Branch.  He  is  now  pastor 
emeritus  of  Immanuel  Church. 

Calvary  Churdi,  Pascagoula, 
called  Jimmy  Miller  of  Pas¬ 
cagoula  as  minister  of  youth, 
effective  Nov.  IS.  His  previous 
place  of  service  was  Wade 
Church,  Pascagoula. 

Agricola  Church,  Agricola, 
^ed  M.  Joseph  Howard  as  min¬ 
ister  of  music  Aug.  30.  Howard  is 
bi-vocational, 
and  is  also 
employed  at 
Ingalls  Ship¬ 
building,  Inc.  as 
a  lead  computer 
system  analyst. 
He  has  served  in 
various  Jackson 
Coonty  chorch- 

Howard  es.a^tobeen 

involved  in 
music  ministiy  for  22  years. 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 
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NEW  A  USED  (800)366-1716 


15  PASSENGER  CHURCH  VANS 

We  have  the  largest  selection  of  15  passenger 
church  vans  in  Mississippi  •  new  and  used. 
DUB  HERRING  PORD-LINCOLN-MERCURY 
DUB  HERRING  CHRYSLER-PLYMOUTH-DODGE 
We  rent  vans  by  the  diay,  week  or  month. 


Ask  for  DONNIE  COUNTS-Fleet  Manager,  or  write  to 
600  Hwy.  11  South,  Picayune,  MS  39466 


L  Graham  Smith  (left),  director  of  the  Church  Music  Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board,  has  been  honored  by  the  Mississip* 

fi. College  Department  of  Music  as  its  Distinguished  Alumnus  for  19%. 
resenting  the  award  is  Richard  Joiner,  head  of  the  department  and  pro- 
46SSor  of  music.  Smith,  a  Clinton  resident,  is  a  1961  MC  graduate. 


12  and  15  Passungar  Vans  a 
Mini- Vans  Available 


We  are  now  booking 
reservations  for  van  and  car  rentals 

Bus  Supply  Company 
Hwy.  98  East,  McComb,  MS  39648 
(601)684-2900  1-800-748-8681 


Just  for  the  Record 


The  Harmontown  Charch, 
Lafayette  Association,  gives 
22.3%  of  its  budget  to  missions. 
Recently  die  Brotheifaood  raised 
$1,147.61  for  honicane  victims. 
This  was  given  throngh  the 
Brotherhood  Commission.  ‘‘God 
just  contimes  to  bless  as  we  are 
faitblnl  in  oar  giving**  said  Paul 
Crawford,  Harmontown  member. 
Don  Stanfill  is  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Lafayette  Association 
and  Barry  Littlefield  is  pastOT  of 
Harmontown. 


Poplar  Sprinfs  Orivt  Clwrcli,  Marltflan.  recently  dedicated  its  new  edu- 
cationai  building.  Open  House  was  held  Nov.  1,  celebrating  the  completion 
of  the  16,000  square-foot  fadlily.  The  church  also  has  raised  $1  million 
through  a  Together  We  Build  campaign.  Pictured  above  are  the  membi^ 
of  the  building  committee.  They  are,  M  to  right  front  row,  Carolyn  Salley, 
Nauvaree  Medlin,  Faye  Martin,  Linda  Boswell;  second  row,  Harold 
Massey,  Bob  McRae,  Barbara  Hull,  Buddy  Coleman,  Billy  Gunn,  and 
Lamar  McDonald.  Not  pictured  are  Willie  Greer  and  Crystal  Johnson. 
James  A.  Ruffin  is  pastor. 

Alta  Woods  Church,  Jack-  Joyftil  Bdls,  handbell  dioir  of 
son,  will  present  “That  Night,**  a  Pailcway  Chaixh,  Jackson,  will 
Christmas  pageant,  Dec.  12  at  7  perfonn  a  Christmas  program  on 
p.m.  and  Dec.  13  at  6  p.m.  Bob  Dec.  16,  7  p.m.  at  Mt.  Pleasant 
Jones,  minister  of  music.  Church  near  West.  The  12-mem- 
promises  a  “fresh  and  contempo-  her  choir  is  directed  by  Carol 
rary  telling  of  an  old  story.**  Yates  Sparkman,  pianist  at  Park- 
Pra^  H.  Thomas  Jr.  is  pastor.  way  Church. 


Terry  Road  Church,  Jack-  ^ - 1 

^  will  dedicate  its  new  build-  •  cadtf  Qrovt  Church,  Marloii  Association,  recently  held  a  GA/Acteer 
ing  Dec,  13.  The  four-year-old  recognition  service.  Those  girls  recognized  are  pictured,  left  to  right: 
church  has  108  members.  John-  Sarah  Stringer,  Ksyla  Breland,  Amanda  Vasilion,  Brandi  Fortenberry,  Ash- 
ny  Presley,  former  staff  member  fey  Fortenberry,  Sarah  Watts,  Avery  Brumfield,  Linda  Norton,  Wendl 
of  Byram  ChunA,  now  a  foreign  Bourne,  JenI  Beard,  Renee  Ratliff,  and  Amanda  Graves,  GAs;  JonI  Beard 
missionary,  will  be  the  guest  and  Rebecca  Arthur,  Acteens.  David  Green  is  pastor, 
speaker.  Nazary,  former 

pastor  Jackson  Church, 

also  James 

Netherland  will  A 

meal  will  be  served  at  noon. 


Mississippi  State  Hospital, 
Whitfield,  needs  Christmas  gifts 
for  its  patients.  For  a  list  of  gift 
suggestions,  call  or  write  Volun¬ 
teer  Services,  MSH,  Box  73, 
Whitfield,  MS  39193,  (601)  939- 
1221,  ext.  203. 


*”  A  refrigerator  to  store 

£9  r~~1  vaccines.  A  shovel  to  dig 

—  trenches  for  fresh  water.  A  set 
of  tires  to  take  a  missionary  to 
share  the  gospel.  A  computer 
^  to  produce  a  new  Chinese 

^  Bible.  A  cement  block  and 

trowel  to  build  a  church. 

All  represent  items 
Southern  Baptist  foreign 
missionaries  use  to  bring  hope 
Sg?  to  a  lost  world. 

Pray  for  our  missionaries 
_  as  they  carry  the  gospel  into 
foreign  countries  despite 
difficult  physical  conditions 
and  other  limitations.  Pray, 

too,  that  more  Southern  Baptists  will  respond  to  God’s  call  to 
foreign  missions. 

Help  declare  hope  to  a  lost  world  by  giving  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  for  Foreign  Missions. 


First  Chur^  Ridgdand,  will 
present  its  third  annual  “Living 
Christmas  Tree**  featuring  the 
sanctuary  choir,  orchestra,  and 
drama  group  on  Dec.  11, 12,  and 
13  at  7  p.m. 

David  and  the  Giants  will  be 
in  concert  at  the  Louisville  coli¬ 
seum,  Dec.  12  at  6:30  p.m. 
Admission  is  firee.  Also  ap^ar- 
ing  are  The  Edge  of  Jackson  and 
Anne  Davis,  student  at  Missis¬ 
sippi  State  University.  The  con¬ 
cert  is  presented  by  John 
Staszefski,  evangelist.  For  more 
information,  call  (601)  347- 
6316. 


Yellow  Creek  Ctiuixh,  Burrlsvllle,  recently  held  a  groundbreaking  cere¬ 
mony  for  the  construction  of  a  new  building  in  the  North  Crossroads 
Communify.  The  structure  will  replace  the  building  destroyed  by  fire  Sept. 
12, 1991.  Anticipated  completion  date  is  spring  of  1993.  Pictured  above, 
left  to  right,  are  members  of  the  building  committee:  Mark  Carliy;  Judy 
Nabors;  Noonan  Floyd;  J.W.  Bonds;  Ellett  Allen;  chairman;  Roger  Dorsett, 
associational  missions  director;  and  Stanley  Magill,  pastor. _ 


Elmer  Towns  of  the  Church 
Growth  Institute,  Lynchburg, 
Va.,  will  lead  a  seminar  entitled, 
“Spiritual  Factors  of  Church 
Growth,*’  Jan.  3  at  Colonial 
Heights  Church,  Jackson.  Cost  is 
$39,  and  does  not  include  lunch. 
For  more  information,  call  1- 
800-333-4769. 


Lottie  Nom  Christian  Offeriig 
Natioul  Goal:  $84  ■illioi 


The  Thought 
Occurred  to  Me 

A  Book  About 

Owen  Coopee 


Third  and  fourth  grada  Vacation  Bible  School  students  (shown  above) 
Revival  Dates  at  Strong  Hopa  Church,  Wasson,  crafted  pieces  of  the  “armor  of  God, 

according  to  interpretations  of  the  focus  of  their  week’s  lessons.  Church 
members  recently  gave  a  follow-up  party  for  Pascagoula-area  children 
Emmanuel  Church,  Pearl:  who  par^ipated  in  a  week  of  Bacl^rd  Bible  School.  Youths  and  adults 
Dec.  11-13;  Fci.  and  Sat,  7  pm.;  took  token  love  gifts  to  the  Jackson  county  children,  along  with  lessons  of 
Sunday,  11  a.m.;  Quinton  Mills,  reminder  from  the  summer  mission  effort, 
evangelist  Tommy  Anderson,  pas- 


Layman  of  the  Century  in  Mississippi 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  President 
SBC  Executive  Committee  Chairman 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  President 
Missionary  to  the  World 

By  Don  McGregor,  Baptist  Record  Editor  Emeritus 

Foreword  by  lerry  Clower 

Available  at  Baptist  Book  Stores 

in  Jackson,  Culfshore  Baptist  Assembly  and  New  Orleans  Seminary 
$9.95  in  bookstores  or  $11.00  including  postage 
from  Don  McGregor,  P.  O.  Box  23105,  Jackson,  MS  39225 


Price  Harris 

Musk  Evangelism 
438  Mars  Ortvf 
Shreveport  LA  71106 
P18)  687-0384 
(318)  6874920 


Fair  Ridge  Church,  Strliwar,  recently  held  a  groundbreaking  ceremony 
for  a  new  church  building.  Pictured  above  are  congregation  members  and 
building  committee  members  Spurgeon  Parker,  Faresh  Roy  Sims,  Robert 
Bankston,  Billie  Jenkins,  and  Dbde  Graham.  Bobby  Jones  is  pastor. 


~Or.  Oaeii  Haglatar,  Taeifit  Bapt  OwwdL  HaMeiBvri,  MS 

Write  or  call  for  schedule. 


Just  for  the  Record 


COMMITTEE 

From  page  3 


was  approved  for  Gulfohoie  Baptist 
Assembly.  And  the  committee 
made  sev^  minor  policy  changes. 


Midway  Clrnrch.  Jackson,  recently  held  a  GA  recoonltion  service  under 
the  theme,  "Climb  Every  Mountain.”  Pictured,  left  to  right  are  participants: 
Coralee  Gallaher,  GA  leader.  Candice  Atwood,  Sara  Henry,  Katrina  Tidwell, 
Melisa  Bounds.  Elise  Tidwell,  Nikki  Blissett,  Beverly  brewer,  and  Anna 
McLaurin.  David  Wilkinson  is  pastor. 


Laurel  services 
held  for  Fred 
Chancellor 

Service*  were  held  Dec.  7  at 
Rnt  Qmich,  Lanret  for  fonner 
Mississippi  Baptist  pastor  Fred 
Chancellor.  S8.  Ifo  died  from  a 
gnnshot  woend  received  in  a 


(^hn  of  Hrst  Church,  Jack- 
C(»stt  state  Actaen  consul- 


son,  recekred  a  Mississippi  Citation  from  Jan  Ccwstt  state  Acteen  consul¬ 
tant  wRh  the  WMU  of  the  Mississip^  Baptist  Convention  Board.  White 
served  as  Acteen  Top  Teen  whie  in  high  school  and  is  presently  a  fresh¬ 
man  at  B^flor  Universify.  Dossett  was  National  Acteen  panelist  whIe  In 
high  school  and  Is  presently  a  freshman  at  Stanford  Univtbify. 


CoplaIhLIncoln  Community  Collaoa’s  Baptist  Shidant  Union  Council 
picked  cotton  for  summer  missions.  BSU  director  Roy  Smith  planted  two 
rows  of  cotton  in  his  side  yard;  when  the  cotton  was  picked,  each  pound 
would  glean  a  $3  donation  to  summer  missions.  Fifteen  pounds  of  cotton 
were  picked,  earning  $45  for  summer  missions  by  the  Co-Lin  B^.  Pic¬ 
tured,  left  to  right,  are  Jennifer  McWilliams,  Paige  Grant,  Chad  Wigington, 
Malinda  Sistrunk,  and  Vic  Granger.  Not  pictured  is  Shann  Wyland. 


.  Pastor  and  imeiim  pastor  for 
several  dandies  in  Taner,  Smiili. 
and  Jones  counties.  Chancellor 
was  vice  president  of  Colonial 
Chiqiel  and  Colonial  Guaranty 
life  Insurance  Company  at  Ale 
time  oi  his  deatfL  He  also  was  a 
trustee  at  ^Hlliam  Caiey  College 
and  duaimmi  of  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee  tor  a  Jones  County  area- 
wide  ciusade  in  May  1993. 

He  is  survived  by  Us  wife  Card, 
four  children,  11  grandchildren, 
and  five  great-grandcUldren. 

Victor  Clayton, 
former  pastor, 
dies  in  Fulton 

Victor  B.  Oaytoo,  83^  died  Nov. 
7  in  Hilton.  Services  were  held  at 
lyinity  Church,  Fulton.  He  was  a 
minister  for  54 
years,  preaching 
in  Itawamba 
County  and 
Franklin  Coun¬ 
ty,  Ala.  Qayton 
was  a  member 
of  the  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptist- Con¬ 
vention  Board 
Clayton  for  six  years, 

moderator  for 
the  Itawamba  Association  from 
1954-1964,  and  a  lifetime  member 
of  the  BSU  board. 

Survivors  include  bis  wife, 
Peari;  four  daughters,  Sara  Rea 
Alabama,  Jo  Bostick  of  Brandon, 
Betty  Cdeman  of  Hihoo,  and  Sue 
Mamey  of  Georgia. 


Church  planners  say  two 
acres  of  paring  space  is  needed 
for  every  300  pariwoners. 


CIAS8«%DADS 

RATE:  90  osnl*  per  word,  $9  mtniimini.  Caah  wUh  enlsr  SRoept  on  codrect 
ufeaMUng.  Incfede  name,  adWeae,  alp  eade,  and  phone  laaUber  InwordeourtL 
Motalndada. 


Buthul  Church,  Huiluhurut, 
recently  held  an  RA  recognition 
service.  Those  boys  receiving 
badges  are  shown,  left  to  right: 
back  row,  Jason  Templeton;  front 
row,  Timothy  Taylor,  Chris  Nfron, 
and  Barrett  Templeton.  Glen 
Mullins  is  pastor. 
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OB  tins 

CIUKB  GWtra  COmiSNCI 
PBBTONtOQO  lAPTVr  CBUICH 
liniHlLLCIIST 
DdLLAin  71141 


^IG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 
sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (318) 
939-2230. 

FOR  SALE  —  Churoh  bus.  1963 
GMC/Ward  Diesel  37  pass.  Low 
^mileage,  good  condition.  (601) 
657:^016. 

CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS: 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  186,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39301.  Since  1800.  Phone 


(601)693-4451. 

HONORING  YOUR  MINISTER? 
Or  a  favorite  Sunday  School 
teacher?  How  about  a.  personal¬ 
ized  cartoon  ‘ —  hand-drawn, 
water-colored,  0x12,  ready  for 
framing.  $50.  Want  a  sketch  or 
caricature  of  the  person  in  the  car¬ 
toon?  Send  two  photos.  $100. 
Send  check  with  order.  Guaran¬ 
teed.  Prompt  (Save  this  ad  in  the 
church  office.)  Joe  McKeever,  P.O. 
Box  1357,  Kenner,  LA  70063. 


Dcccssanr  sctioiis  such  as  employ 
Mreonnel,  sign  contracts,  lease 
Wilitifs,  and  effect  needed  repairs 
to  prelect  and  preserve  the  facili¬ 
ties  of  the  flame  College  prepeity 
until  such  time  as  a  diqpo^on  of 
the  prepeity  is  deteimined  by  the 
Convention  Board.”  Funds  will 
come  from  the  Board  Operating 
Hmd  for  the  present  time. 

Sevoal  fonner  en^doyees  still 
live  on  campus,  secu^  needs  to 
be  preserved,  equipment  needs  to 
be  maintained,  and  insurance 
needs  to  leaaain  in  foree. 

The  Executive  Committee 
^iproved  two  new  board  mem¬ 
bers:  Bin  Patten  of  Vicksburg, 
rqilacing  Mrs.  Lou  CaUum,  and 
Rimdy  Mobtey  of  NeMiiL  icplac- 
ing  Onnand  Tqrlor. 

A  new  tnclor  costing  $10,449.89, 


They  gave  the  nod  to  send  a  depait- 
meni  name  change  to  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Constitutioo  and  Bylaws. 

The  Discipleship  Training 
Department  requested  a  name 
ch^ge  to  become  the  "Disd^e- 
sfaq)  Tiainiiu  and  Hunily  Mimstiy 
Dquotmenr  in  kec^g  with  Sun¬ 
day  School  Board  c^ges. 

Nkholas  is  director,  Office  of 
Communication,  MBCIb. 


It’s  not  just  another  building. 
It’s  your  church. 


The  Specialist 


Church  Mutual 


3000  SchuSer  Lane 


A  church  has  different  requirements 
than  most  other  buiidir^an  insurance 
company  covers.  It  represents  the 
shared  commitment  ^  sacrifice  of 
many  people. .  .it'san.invaluab|e 
emotiona]  investment. 

Church  Mutual  has  specialized  in 
insuringchurchesforneaiV  lOOyears. 
Today  we  are  the  nation's  largest 
insurer  of  churches,  protecting  over 
5,800Southem  Baptist  churches  alone. 

We  know  you  can  never  forget 
the  enduring  importance  of  your 
church  in  thelivesofyourcongrega- 
tion.  We  take  the  critical  step  of  getting 
to  know  your  church  firsthand  to  leam 
your  unique  needs  and  concerns. 

To  team  about  the  difference  that 
our  personalized,  specialized  expertise 
and  competitive  insurance  coverage 
can  mean  toyou  and  your  congegalkin, 
write  or  call  us  at  1-800-542-3465. 


P.O.BOX3S7-S 
Merrill.  Wl  54452 


TOUR  HOLY  LAND 

($1598)  Greece  optional 
($348) 

Lmvw  Dgc.  28  -  ACT  FAST 
Few  tests  open 

Call  Jerry  V^daman 
(601)323-9198 


.  Uniform 

God  answers  prayers 


By  Margaret  Rogers 
Luke  1:1>2S 


Bible  Book  .  I  life  and  Work 

Our  obligations  in  sodely  Promising  a  Savior 


By  R.  David  Raddin 
Romans  13:1*14 


Luke  was  the  only  Gentile  writer  of  the  Bible.  Ife  was 
recognized  as  a  highly  educated  man  of  cahoie  and  scien¬ 
tific  knowled^,  a  jdi^dan  by  profession.  Ife  was  a  leader 
in  the  Philippian  chu^  for  ^qpproximately  six  years.  His 
name  is  mentioned  only  three  tunes  in  tire  New  Testament 
He  is  called  the  “belov^  physician”  in  the  letta  to  the 
Colossians;  Paolos  ”fdlow  worker”  in  the  letter  to  Phile¬ 
mon;  and  in  2  Timothy,  it  is  irxlicated  drat  Dike  was  with 
Paul  in  the  dark  boors  of  his  approaching  martyrdom. 

It  is  thon^  that  Luke  wrote  the  goqid  about  the  year 
A.D.  60  while  Paul  was  in  prison  in  Caesarea.  Luke  also 
wrote  die  book  of  Acts  during  Paul’s  imprisonment  in 
Rome.  Lite’s  two-year  soioum  in  Caesma  afforded  him 
the  opportunity  to  ^t  firstnand  accurate  infcxmatioo  finom 
origi^  con^anums  of  Jesus.  Luke’s  goqiel  is  one  of  the 
synoptic  (vdiicfa  means  "seeing  die  wlmle  together  at  a 
^ance”)  goqiels.  So  multi-feceted  is  the  glory  of  Christ’s 
person,  so  far-readiing  are  the  results  of  his  finished 
redemption,  that  one  gospel  account  could  not  have  por¬ 
trayed  the  (tivine-fanman  Perscxi.  Luke’s  qiecial  emphasis 
in  bis  gosxl  was  the  humanity  of  Jesus.  I^e  described  tus 
method  of  research  and  writing  in  the  first  four  verses  of 
tos  book.  Ife  indicated  bis  purpose  was  to  write  the  true  and 
cmnidete  story  of  Jesus’s  life.  He  wrote  the  fullest  and  most 
orderty  story,  and  gave  the  remarkable  account  of  the  birth 
of  the  man  who  was  to  arouse  the  nation  and  present  Jesus. 

The  chaldlessness  ot  Zacharias  and  Elisabeth  (Luke 
1:5*7).  Luke  described  the  two  who  were  to  become  the 
parents  of  the  Messiah’s  forerunner.  They  were  devout, 
obedient,  and  Nameless.  Zacfaarias  and  Elisabetb  lived  in 
the  days  of  Herod,  the  king  who  was  a  d^mty  fw  die 
Romans  iri  the  province  of  Judea.  Zachanas’  name  meant 
"God  rememboed”  and  Elisabeth’s  name  meark  "God’s 
oath.”  Zacbarias  was  a  priest.  God  had  made  a  covenpt 
with  Aaron  and  his  des^ndants  who  would  be  the  priests 
oi  Israel  The  scripture  described  Zacharias  as  being  of  the 
course  of  Abia.  In  the  time  of  David’s  reign,  be  bad  divided 
the  Aaronic  priests  into  24  courses  so  that  all  of  the  duties 
of  the  temjde  could  be  performed.  The  ei^ilh  of  the  courses 
was  Abia  who  was  descended  from  Aaron’s  oldest  son 
Elisab^  was  also  a  descendant  of  Aaron  since  the  priests 
were  careful  to  marry  within  their  own  families.  This  cou- 
(de  had  no  childien  because  Elisabeth  was  barren. 

The  angd’s  message  and  John’s  missioa  (w.  8*17). 
When  Zacharias  was  serving  bis  time  in  the  temple,  an 
angel  r^mared  to  him  and  told  him  that  his  prayers  were 
answer^  Elisabeth  would  bear  a  son  who  would  be  a 
Nazarite.  In  Old  Testament  times,  God  had  set  aside  certain 
young  men  as  Nazarites  who  took  vows  of  purity  of  life 
and  no  strong  drink.  The  vow  tiiese  young  men  toNc  to 
avoid  stnmg  drink  is  an  argument  for  total  abstinence  by 
Christians  today  since  alcohol  is  a  major  social  problem. 

The  son  to  be  bom  to  Zadaatias  and  Elisabeth  was  to  be  a 
forerunner  of  the  Messiah.  He  would  be  filled  with  the 
Holy  Spirit  from  birth.  Through  many  centuries,  God  bad 
be^  preparing  Israel  fra:  die  Ovation  that  was  to  be 
brou^  by  the  Nfessiah.  This  son’s  word  was  to  get  p^le 
ready  for  the  actual  ameaiance  of  this  [nomised  Messiah. 
Empowered  by  the  Hcuy  Spirit,  this  son  would  accomplish 
his  missioo  by  turning  the  children  of  Israel  to  dieir  God 
and  to  each  other.  Because  Zadiarias  doubted  the  words  of 
the  angel  he  was  stricken  dumb  and  could  not  speak  until 
the  son  was  bom.  He  had  written  diat  his  name  was  to  be 
John,  which  means  "God  is  gradous.”  Zacharias  left  the 
tenqile,  returned  to  his  family,  and  his  wife  conceived.  Elis¬ 
abetb  Ud  herself  for  five  months  and  gave  her  reason  for 
the  retirement  as  devotion  and  praise,  "For  thus  hath  die 
L(»d  dealt  with  me;  be  hath  taira  away  my  reproach 
among  men.”  After  the  baby  was  bom,  Za^aruw  wrote  that 
the  child’s  name  would  be  John,  bis  lips  were  loosened,  and 
hepraised  God. 

angel’s  first  message  to  Zacharias  was  "fear  not,”  then 
the  angel  amounoed  that  the  prayers  t^  bad  often  made 
would  now  receive  an  answer  in  the  birtn  of  their  remarfcaWe 
SOIL  This  e:q>erieiioe  should  be  a  source  of  assurance  to 
believers  that  God  does  bear  and  answer  prayers. 

Rogers  is  a  member  of  Salem  Chnrai,  Colins. 


The  Jews  were  expelled  from  Rome  in  AD.  49  or  SO  by 
the  Roman  emperor  Qanulius.  The  historian  Seutonios 
attributes  the  banishment  to  agitators  of  one  called  "Oires- 
tus,”  probably  a  misnomer  for  Christ  Claudius  died  in  A.D. 
54;  bis  successor,  Nero,  relaxed  the  ban.  As  many  Jews 
returned  to  Rome,  Paul  writes  to  die  Roman  Christians  of 
thefr  dvic  responsibilities.  J.W.  MacGorman  in  his  com-  ' 
mentary  on  tl^  passage  points  to  the  words  of  Marxen: 
"What  we  have  here  is  not  a  dogmatic  treatise  on  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  the  state,  but  a  demand  frv  loyal  conduct  to 
avoid  a  fresh  edict”  This  is  the  only  passage  of  its  kind  in 
Pad’s  letters. 

Obligation  to  the  state  (13:1*17).  Pad  writes  that  Chris¬ 
tians  must  be  subject  "to  the  governing  authorities”  (v.  1). 
He  goes  on  in  verse  1  to  say  that  "there  is  no  aotb<mty 
except  that  whidi  God  has  established.  The  audiorities  that 
exist  have  been  established  by  God.”  Pad  does  not  say  that 
the  rders  alwt^  act  within  tte  will  of  God.  He  does  say 
that  government  has  been  instituted  by  God.  “Consequent¬ 
ly,  he  who  rebels  against  the  authority  is  rebelling  against 
what  God  has  instituted,  and  those  who  do  so  will  bring 
judgment  on  themselves”  (v.  2). 

Verses  3-S  describe  the  Chri^an’s  function  within  the 
state.  MacGorman  says,  "Rulers  maintain  order  in  society 
by  rewarding  good  conduct  and  punishing  wrongdoing 
(133).  In  wielding  the  sword  (the  power  of  life  and  death), 
rulers  are  God’s  servants  who  execute  his  wrath  upon  the 
wrongdoers  (13:4).  Not  ody  fear  of  punishment  but  also 
the  demands  of  conscience  require  submission  to  them 
(133)”  (Romans:  Everyman’s  Gospel,  pp.  135*136). 

In  verses  6  and  7,  Pad  discusses  the  Christian’s  obUga- 
tirai  to  pay  taxes  arid  to  give  to  everyone  what  is  owed. 
"This  is  also  why  you  pay  taxes,  for  the  authorities  are 
God’s  servants,  wto  grve  dieir  ^  time  to  governing.  Give 
everyone  what  you  owe  him:  if  you  owe  taxes,  pay  taxes;  if 
revenue,  then  reveraie;  if  respect,  then  respect;  u  honor, 
then  hoiior”  (w.  6, 7). 

OUigation  of  love  (13:8*10).  "Let  no  debt  remain  ou  t?  _ 
stimding,  excqit  the  continuing  debt  to  love  one  another, 
for  be  who  loves  bis  fellowman  has  fulfilled  the  law”  (v.  8). 
Pad  has  been  dealing  with  the  Christian’s  re^ionsibility  to 
the  stale.  Now  be  states  the  Christian’s  re^Kxisibility  to 
everyone:  love.  He  writes  that  "whatever  other  command¬ 
ment  there  may  be,  are  summed  iq>  in  this  one  rde:  ’Love 
your  oeigbtxn'  as  yourselT”  (v.  9).  In  verse  10  we  read  that 
"love  is  die  fulfillment  of  the  law”. 

Our  reqionsibility  as  Christians  living  within  society  is  to 
show  through  our  lives  the  love  of  God.  In  a  world  filled 
with  so  much  hate,  the  Christian’s  reqioosibility  is  to  live 
out  the  fret  feat  "love  does  no  barm  to  its  neighbor”  (v.  10). 
May  Lrad  show  us  daily  bow  to  love  one  another. 

Urgei^  motivated  by  tire  day  of  Christ  (13:11*14). 
Pad  writes  out  of  tus  eiqiectancy  of  the  Lord’s  retunt  He 
exhorts  to  believers  to  “wake  up  from  your  slumber, 
because  our  salvation  is  nearer  now  than  when  we  first 
bdieved”  (v.  11).  Knowing  that  Christ  will  return,  "let  us 
pot  aside  the  de^  of  darlmess  and  pot  on  the  armor  of 
light”  (v.  12).  May  we  put  aside  our  sinfiil  ways  and  live  in 
the  ways  of  God. 

Jesus  is  coming  again!  As  we  look  forward  to  his  coming, 
may  we  live  in  such  a  way  as  to  lead  others  to  be  prroared 
fra  that  day.  May  we  heed  the  words:  "Qothe  yourselves 
with  the  hard  Jesus  Christ,  and  do  not  think  al^t  bow  to 
gratify  the  desires  of  the  sinfd  nature”  (v.  14). 

Raddin  is  pastor,  First  Church,  Yazoo  City. 


By  Milton  Bard 

Isaiah  59:1*2, 9*11, 15b*16, 20*21 


The  unit  for  the  remairKler  of  December  is  based  on 
selected  passages  from  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  that 
describe  the  coming  of  the  Savira.  Isaiah  S9  is  part  of  a^ 
larger  section  (Chapters  56-66)  that  describes  tte  return  of 
the  Jews  from  the  Babylonian  exile  and  their  dissq^point- 
ment  in  God’s  response.  As  the  peq>le  of  Israel  returned 
from  exile,  they  expected  God  to  restore  tire  temple  and  to 
return  them  to  a  nation  of  power  and  wealth.  When  it  didn’t 
happen,  they  became  impatient  and  began  to  question  his 
love  and  his  aNlity  to  b^  them.  Why  should  they  serve  a 
God  who  did  not  tespo^  Isaiah  59  e:q)lains  why  God  did 
not  respond  as  they  desired. 

The  cause  of  separation  (w.  1*2).  Sin  is  reason  for  sepa¬ 
ration  from  God.  It  is  not  a  question  of  God’s  inability  to 
act.  "God’s  arm  is  not  too  short  to  save  nor  his  ear  too  dull 
to  bear,”  Isaiah  said  to  those  vdio  were  quick  to  complain. 
Doubt  and  impatience  characterized  Isr^l  and  her  relation¬ 
ship  with  God.  During  the  wilderness  journey  from  Egypt 
the  perale  of  Israd  became  impatient  with  God  numerous 
times.  Their  rebellious  and  sin^  attitude  strained  their 
relationship  with  God  They  paid  a  price  fra  this  behavior. 
Throughout  their  history,  Israel  did  not  fulfill  their  part  of 
the  covenant  relationship  with  God.  Their  sins  destroyed 
their  fellowship  and  doseness  with  God.  In  Isaiah  65:2,  the 
Lord  says,  “I  have  always  been  ready  to  welcome  my  peo¬ 
ple,  who  stubbornly  do  what  is  wrong  and  go  dteir  own 
way.”  Sin  is  the  cause  of  man’s  separation  from  God.  God 
is  rdways  ready  to  re^nd  to  man  when  be  turns  from  siiL 

The  consequences  of  sin  (w.  9*11).  Verses  3-8  describe 
the  actual  sins  of  the  people.  Sins  such  as  lying,  violence, 
and  murder  are  mention^.  But  in  verses  9-1 1  the  people  of 
Israel  began  to  wake  up.  They  became  aware  of  me  dark¬ 
ness  in  tfaeir  lives.  They  found  no  justice  nor  ri^rieousness; 
their  roiritual  bliixlness  kqK  them  in  darkrtess.  They  were 
denied  God’s  blessings,  deliverance,  and  favor.  This  is  a 
vivid  description  of  life  was  apart  from  God.  The 
future  always  portrays  a  dark  picture  without  God.  Sin 
leads  to  death  (Romans  333). 

But  to  their  credit,  the  people  of  Israel  realized  their  q>iri- 
tual  condition.  They  had  eiqterienced  the  darlmess  (as  tte 
blind  groping  along  in  the  Mghtest  sun);  an  emptiness  (as 
the  stomach  of  a  growling  bear);  and  a  mourning  qmit.  Jus¬ 
tice  was  nowhere  to  be  found  a^  deliverance  seemed  fju 
away.  We  have  beard  the  saying,  "When  you  are  flat  on 
your  back,  the  ordy  way  to  look  is  up.”  Sin  may  separate  a 
person  from  God,  but  confessimi  can  restore  a  relationship 
with  God.  Israel  began  to  look  to  God  atxl  seek  restoration 
of  a  right  lelationsbq)  with  turn.  Verses  12-15a  record  the 
confession  of  tte  peofde.  They  wanted  to  make  dungs  right 
widiGod. 

The  concern  of  the  Savior  (w.  15b*16).  God  responded 
to  sin  with  a  definite  determination  to  intervene  as 
Redeemer.  He  was  disai^inted  that  there  was  no  justice 
among  the  peofde  and  dite  was  no  one  to  intervene.  God 
was  pained  by  the  spiritual  condition  of  Israel.  Therefore, 
bis  ngbteousness  is  always  at  work  to  provide  redemption 
for  sirmers.  God  personally  became  involved  on  beb^  of 
bis  peo|de.  His  desire  is  for  everyone  to  be  redeemed.  That 
opportunity  is  provided  through  Jesus.  "He  became  flesh 
a^  dwelt  among  us.”  •  • 

The  covenant  of  sal}i|ation  (w.  20*21).  Redemption  from 
sin  comes  to  those  win  repent.  "The  Redeemer  will  come 
to  Zion.”  This  is  a  promise  of  the  coming  Messiah.  He  will 
save  all  who  rment  of  dieir  sins.  This  is  a  promise  from 
God  imon  whia  we  can  rely.  We  cannot  save  ourselves.  It 
to(A  God’s  direct  intervention  to  provide  salvation  for 
Israel  and  fra  os.  God’s  promise  was  fulfilled  at  the  ri|bt 
time  in  history.  The  Redeemer,  God’s  Messiah,  came  m  the 
form  of  a  baby  named  Jesus. 

Isaiah  9:6  says:  "Untd  us  a  child  is  bom,  unto  us  a  son  is 
given,  and  the  government  will  be  on  his  shoNders,  and  be 
will  be  called  Wonderful  Counselor,  Kfighty  God,  Everlast¬ 
ing  Fadier,  Prince  of  Peace.” 

During  this  advent  season  we  celebrate  God’s  greatest 
gift  —  foe  coming  of  Jesus,  our  Savira,  Redeemer.  What  a 


great  raiportunity  fra  thanksgiving! 
Burn  is  minister  of  education,  I 


First  Chorch,  Cleve* 


I 
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OCTOBER  GIFTS  TO  FELLOWSHIP  APPROACH  ALL-TIME 
HIGH:  ATLANTA  (ABP)  —  Contributioiis  throu|sji  the  Co<^nitive 
Baptist  Fellowship  reached  $653,764  in  October,  the  second  highest 
monthly  total  ever.  The  October  total,  second  only  to  January’s 
$732,650,  was  a  jan^>  of  32%  from  the  previous  month  and  55%  hij^r 
Octoto  of  1991.  Contributions  had  been  hovering  around  $500,000 
since  June.  The  trend  of  contiibuuus  to  designate  mme  and  more  money 
to  the  Fellowship’s  own  ministries  and  projects  continued  in  October. 
Last  year  about  ttuee-fourths  of  ^  money  contributed  through  die  Fel- 
lowsUp  was  designated  for  traditional  Southern  Bt^ist  causes,  such  as 
state  conventioos  and  the  agencies  of  die  Southern  Bi^Mist  Convention. 
That  portion  has  dropped  to  about  60%  dus  year.  In  October  44%  of  Fel- 
lowdi^  contribution  were  passed  on  to  SBC  causes.  An  additional  16% 
was  designated  for  s*tate-levd  Bsqitist  causes. 

SHEVARDNADZE  REPORTS  HIS  BAPTISM:  TBIUSI,  Georgia  — 
Eduard  Shevardnadze,  the  Georgian  leader  and  former  Soviet  foreign 
minister,  announced  Nov.  23  he  has  been  bom  again  —  this  time  as  a 
Christian.  Shevardnadze,  60,  told  Georgian  state  radio  that  he  was  bop¬ 
ped  recendy  at  a  Georgian  Orthodox  cathedral  and  that  his  new  Christ¬ 
ian  name  was  Georgy  auhough  he  would  cominue  to  use  the  name  Eduard 
for  most  purposes.  For  more  than  two  decades,  Shevardnadze  was  a  pro¬ 
fessed  adieist.  He  headed  Georgia’s  Communist  Party  before  19^,  when 
former  Soviet  President  Mikhail  Gorbachev  came  to  power  and  brought 
him  to  Moscow  as  foreign  minister.  — from  The  darkm-Ledger^  Jackson 

BAPTIST  WORK  GROWING  IN  FORMER  SOVIET  UNION: 
MOSCOW  (BP)  —  Baptist  work  in  die  fimner  Soviet  Union  contimes 
to  grow  in  spite  of  economic  and  social  upheaval  and  lack  of  resources, 
accmding  to  tqKnts  pr^ented  duni^  die  second  Congress  of  the  Union 
of  Evangelical  Christians  Bt^tists,  Nov.  8-14,  in  Moscow.  In  the 
Ukraine,  some  100  new  diurches  have  been  qien^  since  the  congress 
last  met  in  1990,  said  Jakob  Dukhoncfaenko,  president  of  the  Ulcraine 
Biqitist  Union.  Some  100  Ukrainian  missionaries  are  preaching  the 
goml  and  starting  new  dmrdies  in  the  repuUic,  DuktKxichenko  report- 
^  m  also  reponed  Ukrainian  Btqitists  have  purchased  one  hectare  of 
land  (i^proximatety  two  and  a  half  acres)  to  bt^  a  Bible  school.  Prison 
minist^  is  also  growing,  Dukhoncheoko  said,  and  Ukrainian  Bqitists 
now  plan  to  biaki  a  rehabilitation  cet^.  In  Russia,  216  new  dtutchn 
have  been  established,  repotted  Vasily  Logvinenko,  president  of  die 
Rnssira  BafUist  Uidon.  Logviumko  lial^  31  missioiianes  tramed  in  die 
last  six  months  and  sent  with  other  believers  to  organize  churches;  a 
growing  prison  ministry;  a  radio  program  twice  a  week;  TV  evangelism 
for  unb^evers;  170  students  in  coireqiondenoe  courses;  and  organized 
wont’s,  children’s,  and  youth  work.  Boris  Serin,  si^ierintendent  of 
Baptist  churches  in  Uzbekistan,  Turkmenistan,  and  TaddiUdstan,  ^>oke 
of  the  difficulties  Bqitists  face  in  these  heavily  ai^;  ”..  J4ever- 

tbeless,  believers  continue  to  serve.”  Four  new  churches  have  been 
opened  in  the  Asian  region  and  there  is  a  growing  prison  ministry  widi 
several  prisoners  on  death  row  waiting  to  be  btptired.  Serin  said.. 

MISSIONARY  TONTTA  TACKETT  DIES  OF  CANCER  AT  AGE 
45:  LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (BP) — Southern  Baptist  missionary  Tonita  Tack¬ 
ett,  45,  died  Nov.  22  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  ofrer  battling  cancer  for  more 
than  five  years.  Appointed  a  missionary  in  1979,  Tackett  was  a  secretary 
in  the  Southern  Baptist  mission  office  in  Rio  de  Janeiro,  Brazil,  from 
1980  to  1991.  She  also  taught  secretarial  science  at  a  local  women’s 
training  center  and  was  an  active  member  of  Tijuca  Baptist  Church  in 
Rio.  "She  was  a  precious  young  woman  who  was  well  loved  among  the 
Brazilian  people,"  said  Ann  Fallow,  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  asso¬ 
ciate  area  director  for  Brazil  and  the  Caribbean.  "She  was  a'right  arm 
for  so  many  ,  of  the  missionaries.  She  took  on  much  of  the  mission  busi¬ 
ness,  which  freed  other  missionaries  to  do  their  work.  She  played  an 
important  role."  A  native  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  she  earned  a  bachelor 
of  arts  degree  from  Ouachita  Baptist  University  in  Arkadelphia,  Arjc., 
and  a  master  of  religious  education  degree  from  Southwestern  Seminary 
in  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  She  attended  Kentucky  Baptist  Hospital  School  cf 
Nursing  in  Louisville. 

SBC  COOPERATIVE  PROGRAM  GIFTS  DOWN  SUGHTLY, 
DESIGNATED  UP:  NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Southern  Bsptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Cooperative  Program  receipt  for  November  were  3.84%  below  the 
same  month  a  year  ago  but  d^gnated  gifts  increased  3.98%  over  the 
previous  year,  accor^g  to  Morris  H.  Chapman,  presit^t  and  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  SBC  Executive  Committee.  November  1992  O’ 
receipts  totaled  $11,734,974  compared  to  November  1991  of 
$12,204,1 15,  accmding  to  Chapman.  However,  the  November  19^  total 
is  above  the  1992-93  SBC  monthly  basic  operating  budget  requirement 
of  $1 1,683366.  The  1992-93  SBC  Cooperative  Program  allocation  bud¬ 
get  is  $140,200395.  For  the  two  months  of  the  SBC  fiscal  year,  October 
and  November,  the  total  CP  gifts  are  $22365,020  compaftd  to  the  same 
two  months  of  the  1991-92  fiscal  year  of  $22,897,708,  or  a  1.45% 
decrease.  Continuing  a  trend,  designated  gifts  for  November  1992 
reached  $2384,109  compared  to  November  1991  of  $2392,921.  The 
year-to-date  totids  for  the  fiscal  year  are  $4,484,868  comparisd  to  last 
year  of  $3,772,442,  an  18.89%  percent  increase. 


Women’s  coalition  campaign: 
“Enough!”  sexual  violence 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  A 
coalition  of  women  from  diverse 
ideological  backgrounds  an¬ 
nounced  Nov.  19  its  “Enough  is 
Enough!”  national  campaign  to 
eliminate  illegal,  hard-core,  and 
child  pomognq^,  to  reduce  sexu¬ 
al  violence  a^  to  prevent  men, 
women,  and  children  from  becom¬ 
ing  its  victims. 

“We  need  to  educate  America 
about  die  type  of  pervasive  illegal 
pornographic  materials  that  are 
available  today,  and  that  if  is  a 
public  health  ai^  safety  i^ue,” 
said  campaign  director  Dee 
Jepsen.  St^es  have  shown  that 
sexual  violence  is  increasing  in 
America  and  that  pornography 
shapes  destiuctive  attitudes  toward 
women  and  children  and  con¬ 
tributes  to  npe  and  child  molesbi- 
tion. 

“One  out  of  three  American  gills 
can  eiqiect  to  be  sexually  molested 
by  age  18,  every  46  seconds  at 
least  one  woman  is  reported  being 
raped  and  there  are  mme  outiets 
for  hard-core  pomognqihy  than 
McDonald’s  restaurants  in  this 
country.  It  is  high  time  that  Ameri¬ 
can  women  say  enough  is 
enougfr!”  Jepsen  said. 

Pomographjr  often  becomes 
addictive  and  is  used  as  a  sex 
instructioo  manuaL  Julie  Schon- 
del,  a  victim  of  incest  and  cti^ 
abuse  said,  “My  strofather^and 
mother  used  illegal  and  child 
pornography  to  educate  me  start- 
mg  when  I  was  5,  for  10  years.  I 
am  here  today  to  say  that  this  is 
wrong,  and  I  am  fighting  back 
with  &  he^  of  campaigns  to  say 
enough  is  enough!”  she  told 
reporters. 

Another  victim,  Dianne,  recount¬ 
ed  how  her  3-year-old  daughter 
was  raped  and  sexually  abused  by 


By  Christine  Lehmann 

a  12-year-old  boy  in  her  small 
community  after  be  was  exposed 
to  pornographic  materials  at  a 
youth  camp,  ^omognphy  is  not  a 
victimless  crime.  My  family  has 
been  shattered  by  this  e^qierience, 
but  so  has  the  fa^y  of  tl^  young 
man  who  is  also  a  victim.  Some¬ 
thing  is  terribly  wrong  in  this 
country  when  we  protect  die  rights 
of  a  handful  of  men  to  make  bil¬ 
lions  of  drdlars  from  pranography 
at  the  eiqienre  of  women  arid  dul- 
dren,”  she  said. 

Posnography  is  estimated  to  be 
an  $8-10  biUion-a-year  industry 
and  the  tiurd-fai^iest  profit  indus¬ 
try  in  organized  crime  after  nar¬ 
cotics  and  gambling,  acomling  to 
the  FBI.  L 

“But  our  primary  focus  is  on 
strengthening  and  enforcing  state 
laws,”  said  Jan  LaRue,  attorney  for 
the  National  Law  Gerita’  for  Chil- 
dren  and  Families  and  campaign 
advisor.  “Our  center  assists  law 
enforcement  officers  in  sex 
offense  cases  and  trains  them  to 
look  for  pmnognphy  at  the  scene. 
One  of  the  obstacles  we  face  is 
that  many  prosecutors  don’t  real¬ 


ize  the  link  between  pomognphy 
and  sexual  crimes  induding  tape. 

“But  we  point  to  the  Oklahoma 
City  case  which  saw  a  26% 
decrease  in  rape  when  the  oAisceni- 
ty  laws  were  enforced  for  a  six- 
year  period,  shutting  down  150 
pomogr^y  outiets,”  she  said. 

lliis  campaign  has  been 
endorsed  by  first  lady<elect  Hillary 
Clinton  and  first  lady  Barbara 
Bush.  Its  national  committee  of 
support  includes  Mary  O.  Ross, 
fuesident  of  the  women’s  defMut- 
ment  of  the  National  Bqitist  Con¬ 
vention,  U.SA.,  and  women  reme- 
senting  Presbyterian  and  United 
Method  denominations. 

The  coalition  also  offers  coun¬ 
seling  referrals  to  both  those  who 
are  addicted  to  pomognqpfay  and  to 
victims  of  sexual  abuse.  A  “What 
Can  One  Woman  Do?”  action 
manual  and  otl^er  educational 
resources  are  available  from  the 
“Enough  is  Enough!”  campaign 
headquarters  at  P.O.  Box  888, 
Fairfax,  VA  22030,  (703)  278- 
8843. 

Lehmann  is  a  free-lance  writer 
in  the  Washington  area. 


Hobbs  on  CBF:  “Gtet  in  or  get  out” 

By  R.  Albert  MoUer  Jr. 


AHANTA  (BP)  —  Herschel  H 
Hobbs,  oft-quoted  ftmner  presi¬ 
dent  of  tiie  Southero  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention,  said  Morris  t^apman, 
president  of  the  SBC  Executive 
Commitlee,  was  “taking  a  realistic 
look”  when  he  called  for  the 
Cooperative  Bimtist  Fellbwshp  to 
separate  itself  nom  the  SBC  as  a 
matter  of  integrity. 

“When  you  take  their  organiza¬ 
tion  in  place,”  Hobbs  said,  “they 
have  a  denomination  in  eihbryo. 


AH  they  need  to  do  is  vote  ‘We  are 
a  denomiriatioa’”  Hobbs  made  Us 
remarks  in  an  interview  with  The 
Christian  Index,  newsjoumal  of 
the  Georgia  B^itist  Convention. 

A  member  of  the  SBC  Peace 
Committee,  Hobbs  said,  “I’m  not 
on  either  side”  of  the  SBC  contro¬ 
versy  but  remains  deqdy  conunit- 
ted  to  the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention. 

wish  they  would  either  get  in 
or  get  out  and  let  us  get  on  with 
the  work,”  Hobbs  stated.  The 
SBC,  he  said,  should  “throw  its 
shoulders  to  the  wheel.”  As  for  the 
CBF,  “I  don’t  want  it,  but  we  do 
weD  to  face  reality  and  get  togeth- 
CT  or  go  OUT  separate  ways.” 

Mohler  is  editor,  Georgia 
CHRISTIAN  INDEX. 


Coast  plans  new  seamen’s  center  .5 


Woong  Ho  Song,  Dean  Register,  James  Gilbert,  Charles  Corey,  and 
Robert  Bums  (left  to  right)  stand  in  front  of  the  San  Carlos  Crystal,  which 
carries  bananas  from  (Central  America  to  the  Port  of  Gul^ort.  A  group  of 
pastors.  Gulf  Coast  associational  staff  members,  and  others  recently 
toured  the  ship  in  view  of  plans  for  a  new  center  to  reach  seamen  and 
truckers  who  transport  goods  k)  and  out  of  the  port.  Corey  Is  director  of 
the  Center  for  International  Seamen  and  Truckers.  Bums  is  director  of 

Sublic  relations  for  the  Port  of  Gulfport.  Register  is  pastor  of  Temple 
hurch,  Hattiesburg. 
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